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Free zone goods to be allowed in 

AMMAN (Petrs) — The Cabinet Saturday decided to allow the release 
from the tree zone of goods whose import* were brand under a 
g overnme nt d edrioa taken fa November bat jeer. The Cabinet, meeting 

under the chsinnanshlp of Prime Minister SheriTZaidlbn Shaker, decided 

n«t the goods amid be released to their respective importers after the 
necessary customs duties are paid. The exemption only appfics to goods 
already stored in the free zon e . Another decision ta k en hy the Cabinet 
Saturday endorsed a contri b ution to Jordan of three miffion Eu rope an 
pnTwifT mate by the European Comnumity to help the Kingdom develop 
gabtoranean water sonrora in the A1 Azraq basin. The Ca binet a lso 
endorsed an ewattm programme for cnhnral and sdentfflc cooperation 
■ between Jordan and Iraq for the period 1989-1991 as weU as the 1989 
budget organisation structures of the Aqaba Railway Corporation and 
the Free Zones Corporation. 
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ops storm 
itg square 


PEKING. (Agencies) — Troops smashed into 
the heart of Peking early Sunday killing at 
least 2& people on the way and surrounded 
and-fired on T iananme n Square where pro¬ 
testers huddled around the monument to the 
People’s Heroes. 


. At least 28 deaths were con¬ 
firmed by witnesses and doctors. 
More than'200 were wounded. 

“1 have just had my last 
cigarette. Tonight we are going to 
die,” said a crying worker at the 
monument-as fed flares scared 
overhead and gunfire was beard 
around the square.' 

A doctor at a small hospital 
near the dashes said the facility 
had treated about 100 people for 
injuries, and that 12 had “died. A 
soldier was killed in another part 
of the city when he was run over 
by a tank racing towards the 
square. 

Thousands.of troops aimed 
with rifles marched up the east 
side of the vast square from about 
1 a.m. (1600 GMT Saturday); 
They fired tracer bullets across 
Tiananmen, occupied by op to 
200,000 pro-democracy students 
and their supporters. 

People were, lolled by pellets 
and rubber bullets. Others ; 
showed casings, from Jive 
ammunition. /' .' r 

Students threw Molotov cock¬ 
tails and other objects at them', 
while troops beat those who ob¬ 
structed their path with sticks. 
One armoured personnel carrier 


rammed into a burning bus and 
burst into flames. 

Two people inside were drag¬ 
ged out by the crowds and beaten 
severely. 

Students chanted “Drop your 
weapons" and sang the Interna¬ 
tionale — the communist 
anthem. 

One man at the Xidan intersec¬ 
tion two kilometres west of the 
square received a gunshot wound 
in the chest as truckloads of 
troops ramm ed through barri¬ 
cades set up by a'tizeas. A medic¬ 
al student on the scene said the 
man's heart had stopped beating 
and there was “little hope” for his 
survival. 

The troops walked into the 
square, firing as they moved, at 
first firing over the heads of 
protesters but later lowering their 
aim. 

Some, workers around the 
monument tried to . hurl petrol 
bombs at the advancing soldiers, 
but students urged non-violence. 

Tens of thousands of students 
and workers crouched between 
the monument and. a makeshift 
“Statue of liberty" erected by 
the students five days ago. 

Two armoured personnel car¬ 


riers burned brightly on the edge 
of the square. 

A Western reporter saw eight 
corpses at Shuili hospital in die 
western outskirts of Peking, and a 
doctor said more than 20 dead 
were at nearby Fuxingmen hos¬ 
pital. 

A Western reporter outside 
Tiananmen Square said people 
were fleeing the soldiers, scream¬ 
ing “bandits, bandits.” 

One man who bad been shot in 
the arm said the casualty room 
where he was treated was inches 
deep in blood. 

“They were simply raking the 
crowd with bullets,” the man 
said. 

The'area immediately north¬ 
west of Tiananmen was Uttered 
with abandoned and burning 
military vehicles. 

One woman who said she was 
married to one of the soldiers in 
Peking said: “The People's Anny 
has become a fascist army, point¬ 
ing guns at their own people.” 
Her husband had been ordered 
not to discuss the democracy 
movement with anyone, not even 
his own family, she said. 

Witnesses said the troops fired 
weapons and used armoured per¬ 
sonnel carriers to crash through 
barricades early Sunday in a de¬ 
termined assault. 

In some areas troops appeared 
to hold upper .hana, in others 
frenzied mobs attacked troops, 
and in still other sections near the 
square residents initially peace¬ 
fully halted the flow of hundreds 
of trucks. 


Ceasefire violations 
intensify in Beirut 


BEIRUT (Agencies) — Gunners 
blasted the Lebanese rightist en¬ 
clave Saturday with howitzer 
shells and artillery rounds 
crashed in west Beirut in tire most 
■serious violation of a ceasefire 
proclaimed by the Arab League 
three weeks 1 ago. 

It was the first rime that west 
Beirut has been shelled since the 
May 11 ceasefire .was called in the 
latest round of Lebanon's 14-year 
dvil war. 

Police said they could not de¬ 
termine who fired-on the city’s 
western sector. The Voice of the 
Nation radio station blamed army 
units of Michel Aoun, but ao aide 
(famed .the report 

“The army did not shell west 
Beirut ” Aoun’s aide said. 

No casualties were reported in 
Saturday’s ' barrage, apparently 
because' most shells struck both 
areas at dawn when people were 
still indoors. 

Shclling of the rightist enclave 
focused ou the coastal stretch 
north ofBeirut, the presidential 
palace in suburban' Baabda and 
the nearby Hadath and Kfarshi- 
ma .districts. 

In west Beirut, shells exploded 
along theseaside Raouche Boule¬ 
vard. Two shells crashed dose to 


the lower campus of the Amer- consolidating the ceasefire, 
ican University of Beirut. Gunners in west Beirut Satur- 

Tbe aide, who spoke on cottdi- day bombarded shipping lanes 
tion of anonymity, said talks on leading to Aoun-controlled har- 
Lebanon being held Sunday by hours north of the capital. The 
leaders of Morocco, Saudi Arabia din of the barrage could be dear- 
and Algeria would be “decisive.” ly heard across the divided 
“Peace will prevail if the lead- capital, 
ers adopt a clear decision on Scores ofstaells fell into the sea 
consolidating the ceasefire and around the-ports of Beirut, Byb- 
lifting the blockades,” he said, los, and Jounieh. 

■ “If they fail to stop Syrian The shelling alarmed Beirut 
violation of the ceasefire, then we residents, who had stockpiled 
will have to fire back,” he added, food during the lull in fear of a 
but (fid not elaborate. fresh outburst of all-out artillery 

King Hassan H of Morocco will bombardments, 
discuss Lebanon with King Fahd Aoun heads a cabinet of army 
of Saudi Arabia and Algerian officers vying for power with a 
President Chadli Benjedid at a Syrian-backed government in 
meeting in Rabat, Morocco. west Beirut. He launched a drive 
The group was entrusted by an in mid-March to oust Syria's esti- 
Arab summit conference that en- mated 40,000 troops from 
ded in Casablanca last week with Lebanon, 
stabilising the May 11 truce and Aoun lifted a blockade of nrili- 
finding a political settlement to tia ports south of Beirut in May to 
Lebanon’s dvil war within six give the Arab League time to try 
months. to mediate a lasting end to the 

The prestigious daily newspap- fighting, which flared when he 
ahar said the three Arab- -fried to extend his authority. 


leaders plan to “set up an office 
in Beirut to serve a£ a secretariat 
for the troika.” , 

It said their foreign 'ministers 
will hold talks in Baghdad, 
Damascus and Beirut aimed at 


Aoun warned Friday that 
heavy fighting could erupt unless 
the land and sea blockade was 
lifted. The shelling has led to 
severe fuel and power shortages 
in Ao un-con trolled areas. 



Chinese students argue with poBcemen outside police headquarters in Peking in protest against flu 
detention of some union workers earlier this week. 

12 wounded in 
W. Bank and Gaza 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — Israeli troops shot 
and wounded 12 Palestinians in 
the occupied territories Saturday. 

A leading Israeli legislator in 
the Labour Party called on the 
attorney-general to prosecute a 
Jewish settler leader for justifying 
the slaying of an Arab teenage 
girl and saying that the blood of 
Jews was different than the blood. 
of a non-Jew. 

Labour’s parliament faction 
leader, Haim Ramon, said 
charge should be brought against 
Rabbi Yitzhak Ginsburg, leader 
of a seminary in the occupied 
West Bank, for violating an 
Israeli law against racism, Israel 
Radio repotted. 

Friday, an Israeli court ex¬ 
tended the police detention of 
five of Ginsburg's students who 
are being held in connection with 
the shooting. 

The wounded included an 11- 
year-old boy who was shot in the 


leg. A five-year-old child was also 
injured when he was struck with 
rubber bullets. He was taken to 
Gaza's Sbifa hospital where be is 
in good condition. 

In the West Bank, troops shot 
and wounded four Palestinians, 
including a 17-year-old girl. 

Three of the wounded were 
cousins who were shot as the 
army raided the village of A! 
Zawiya, as part of a sweep for 
Palestinians suspected of carrying 
out anti-Israeli attacks. 

The army said it was investigat¬ 
ing the incidents. 

A 17-year-old Palestinian was 
killed Friday night, resisting one 
of the raids. His death raised to 
504 tthe number of Palestinians 
killed since the uprising began in 
1987. 

Friday, a report issued by the 
A1 Haq — Law in the Service of 
Man human rights group — said 
at least 110 children aged 15 and 
younger have been killed in the 


Soviets accuse London of 
planting spying devices 


LONDON (Agencies) — The 
Soviet Union Saturday accused 
Britain of planting eavesdropping 
devices in Soviet official buildings 
and apartments in London. 

Soviet embassy officials told a 
news conference the British sec¬ 
ret device had planted the devices 
in the Soviet trade mission in 
London and in the apartments of 
diplomatic and other Soviet per¬ 
sonnel. 

The accusation followed last 
month's tit-for-tat expulsions in- 
which Britain announced it was 
expelling eight Soviet diplomats 
and three journalists. 

Moscow countered by saying 
London had to cut staff at British 
institutions in the Soviet Union 
from 375 to 205. 

The Foreign Office denied the 
bugs were planted by British 
agents and told the ambassador 
such devices were “widely avail¬ 
able.” 

At an embassy news confer¬ 
ence, Soviet diplomats said con¬ 
struction work on the trade de¬ 


legation had revealed that the 
whole building was “hon¬ 
eycombed” with devices, im¬ 
planted into the concrete walls 
and even deep underground. 

Soviet Ambassador Leonid 
Zamyatin' called at the Foreign 
Office in the afternoon to deliver 
what was described “a vigorous 
protest.” 

The Soviets said that the de¬ 
vices were so electronically high- 
powered that they would barm 
the health of Soviet citizens and 
Britons living nearby. 

In one case, they said that a 
six-year-old Soviet girl, Natasha 
Marus, had fallen ill with 
leukaemia after only 14 months’ 
stay in London. No other details 
were given about her except that 
she was back in the Soviet Union. 

The diplomats recounted their 
allegations to reporters in an 
annex to the Soviet embassy in 
Kensington, West London. Two 
boards were displayed showing 
photographs of the alleged eaves¬ 
dropping devices, graphics of 


‘Palestinian Mandela 9 hovers between life and death 


By Snhair Obeidat 
Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Palestinian activ¬ 
ists, sympathisers, and suppor¬ 
ters have launched an interna¬ 
tional campaign to secure the 
release of the longest-held 
Palestinian prisoner who is 
hovering between life and 
death in an Israeli hospital 
under dose security. 

Omar Al Qassem, 48, having 
spent the last 21 years in Israeli 
jails, is. suffering from colon 
cancer;'according to family 
friends in Amman. Hospital¬ 
ised dace April 7, Qassem is 
handcuffed to his bed in the 
mtensxvB.carejmit and is heavi¬ 
ly guarded by soldiers despite 
the facf; that the prisoner is 
hardly able to move, according 
to sotitfes*:; : . 

Qassem,' popularly (fobbed 


“Palestinian Mandela,” has 
been in prison since 1968 serv¬ 
ing two consecutive life sent¬ 
ences after being convicted of 
leading a commando squad in a 
resistance operation in the 
occupied West Bank. Like his 
namesake. African nationalist 
leader Nelson Mandela who is 
serving a long prison sentence 
for his resistance against white 
minority rule in Smith Africa, 
Qassem was offered freedom 
several times by the Israeli 
occupation authorities but he' 
turned it down since its condi¬ 
tions were not acceptable to 
him, according to reports in the 
Israeli and foreign media. 

Numerous appeals for Qas- 
sem’s release have been issued 
by various groupings and orga- 
- msations, including members of - 
the Palestine National Council 
(PftQi--'Palestinian prisoners, 


the Internationa] Union of Stu¬ 
dents, the Israeli League for 
Human and Gvil Rights, the 
National Leadership of the 
Palestinian Uprising, the Czech 
Committee of Solidarity with 
Countries of Asia, Africa and 
Latin America and the Interna¬ 
tional Centre for Trade Union 
Rights. In addition, the Demo¬ 
cratic Front for the Liberation 
of Palestine (DFLP), of which 
Qassem is a member, has also 
issued a similar appeal. The 
appeals were addressed to the 
Israeli government, the United 
Nations, the London-based 
Amnesty International and to 
the International Committee of 
.the Red Cross. 

Apparently in response to 
the pressure, the IsraeKgovcrn- 
ment has reportedly offered to 
exchange Qassem for the re¬ 
mains of an Israeli soldier held 


by the DFLP, according to the 
Associated Press. Little details 
were available on the reported 
Israeli offer. The DFLP said it 
had captured an Israeli Dnize 
soldier, Samir Assad, during an 
Israeli raid in Lebanon in 1983. 
and the captive died during an 
Israeli air attack on north Leba¬ 
non in 19841 

Qassem, described in the 
Israeli press as the “most im¬ 
portant Palestinian prisoner" 
held by the occupation author¬ 
ities, was captured after a com¬ 
mando raid in the West Bank 
Oct. 27,1968. He was leading a 
group of 16 which engaged 
Israeli soldiers in a 10-hour 
firelight. Some of his com-', 
mrades-m-arms escaped from 
the Israelis but the rest were 
wounded and captured along- 
with Qassem. No Israeli sol¬ 
diers were killed in the opera¬ 


tion, according to Israeli re¬ 
ports. Subsequently, an Israeli 
court sentenced Qassem to two 
consecutive life terms in jail — 
a minimum of 27 years — in 
what was described as total 
defiance of the relevant Geneva 
conventions and international 
protocols. 

Though several Israeli- 
Palestinian prisoner exchanges 
have taken place since then, the 
occupation authorities consis¬ 
tently refused to include him in 
any such deals, according to 
informed sources. 

'• According to Snkara Qas¬ 
sem, the prisoner's sister who is 
currently visiting the West 
Bank to see her dying brother, 
Qassem is also suffering from 
kidney failure. 

In a message he sent to the 
Israeli League for Human and 
Gvil Rights Group led by 


Lawyer Felicia Langer in May, 
Qassem described his condition 
as “slow death” which tortures 
him a lot more than if he were 
executed. In the same message, 
Qassem drew the attention of 
the league to his 75-year-old 
sick mother who undergoes a 
traumatic ordeal each time she 
visits him in jail. 

In its letters to the concerned 
bodies, the DFLP held the 
Israeli government responsible 
if anything happens to Qassem. 
Palestinian prisoners on their 
part reasserted that the de¬ 
terioration in Qassem’s health 
was due to the deliberate neg¬ 
lect of medical treatment and 
the squalid general health con¬ 
ditions in Israeli prisons, both 
elements attributed to the “ugly 
racism” that the Israeli depart¬ 
ment of prisons practised on 
Qassem. 


Jordan honours 
UAE first lady 


uprising. The West Bank group 
said 60 per cent of the victims 
died from gunshot wounds, 30 
per cent of tear-gas related prob¬ 
lems and 10 per cent from beat¬ 
ings or other causes. 

Israeli army reservists serving 
in the occupied West Bank and 
Gaza Strip criticised Jewish set¬ 
tlers Saturday for failing to re¬ 
spect the army and warned that 
attacks on soldiers would lead to 
anarchy. 

The reserves officers, speaking 
to Israel Radio, said settlers has 
crossed a dangerous line in recent 
outbursts against soldiers trying 
to prevent vigilante acts against 
Palestinian protesters. 

The Israeli peace movement 
Peace Now and leftists groups 
opposed to Israel’s 22-year 
■occupation of the West Bank and 
Gaza planned to protests in Tel 
Aviv Saturday night against the 
recent wave of settler vigilante 
raids. 


AMMAN (J.T.) — His Majesty 
King Hussein has conferred the 
Al Nabda Medal upon Sheikha 
Fatima Bint Mubarak, the wife of 
UAE President Sheikh Zayed 
Ibn Sultan Al N ah ay an. The 
medal was presented by Her 
Majesty Queen Noor at Al Nad- 
wa Palace Saturday. 

On Friday Sheikha Fatima vi¬ 
sited the SOS Village in the town 
of Tareq and was briefed on the 
services provided by the village 
and visited one of the homes 
provided for the homeless chil¬ 
dren. 

The Jordanian SOS Children's 
Village project, initiated in 1982 
and opened in 1986, provides 
orphaned or abandoned children 
with a natural family home in the 
care of a Jordanian “mother.” 

Queen Noor accompanied 
Sheikha Fatima and the guest 
delegation to the Royal Cultural 
Centre where they attended a 
group lesson on the violin and 
viola and on Arabic instruments 
with the students of the National 
Music Conservatory. 

They also attended a special 
folklore show depicting Jordan's 
rural customs and wedding tradi¬ 
tions presented by the Young 
Jordanian Folklore Group. 

On the third day of her visit, 
the Queen accompanied the guest 
on a visit to the ancient city of 
Jerash. 

Sheikha Fatima leaves Amman 
Saturday. 

Sheikha Fatima made a cour¬ 
tesy call on Their Majesties King 
Hussein and Queen Noor at Al 
Nadwa Palace and also called on 


Her Majesty Queen Zein Al 
Sharaf. 

Sheikha Fatima was guest of 
honour Thursday night at a din¬ 
ner banquet hosted by Queen 
Noor at Basman Palace which 
was attended by members of the 
royal family and the wives of 
high-ranking officials. The dinner 
was preceded by a special musical 
ceremony presented by the 
Armed Forces band. 

On Friday, Sheikha Fatima, 
accompanied by the Queen, vi¬ 
sited the Noor Al Hussein Found¬ 
ation and was briefed on the 
different projects of the founda¬ 
tion and toured an exhibit of the 
products of the foundation's pro¬ 
jects. 

Sheikha Fatima discussed pos¬ 
sibilities aimed at upgrading 
cooperation and coordination be¬ 
tween the Noor Al Hussein 
Foundation and relevant .orga¬ 
nisations in the UAE. 

Sheikha Fatima expressed par¬ 
ticular interest in the traditional 
handicrafts project and suggested 
ways to exchange experts be¬ 
tween Jordan and the UAE to 
acquire the knitting and sewing 
s kills of the two countries. 

In honour of Queen Noor, 
Sheikha Fatima held a reception 
at the embassy of the United 
Arab Emirates, followed by a 
dinner banquet hosted by Her 
Royal Highness Princess Basma 
Bint Talai. 

Her Majesty Queen Zein Al 
Sharaf also gave a luncheon ban¬ 
quet in honour of Sheikha Fatima 
at Zahran Palace. 


Israeli wounded in 
Egyptian gunfire 


where they were found. 

Reporters and photographers 
later were taken by bus to one of 
the diplomat's fiats where eaves¬ 
dropping devices were allegedly 
found. 

A statement from Gregory 
Karasin, Soviet counselor, said: 
“Facts show that in Great Britain 
there remain active forces, keen 
on bringing our relations back to 
the times of the cold war, re¬ 
animating the ‘enemy image' of 
the Soviet Union.” 

“The provocative action of the 
British authorities in regard to 
the 11 Soviet representatives in 
‘Great Britain bears witness to 
that,” he said, referring to the 
expulsions of Soviets for “un¬ 
acceptable activities.” 

“With the connivance of the 
British authorities the special ser¬ 
vices are engaged in continuous 
acts of provocation against the 
Soviet organisations and their 
staff m Britain. Total surveillance 
of Soviet people is carried out," 
he said. 


TEL AVIV (AP)—An Egyptian 
naval vessel opened fire on an 
Israeli boat Saturday, wounding 
one, as the vessel drew dose to 
Egyptian territory, an Israeli 
police spokesman said. 

Foreign ministry spokesman 
AUon Liel said Israel has 
approached Egyptian authorities 
and demanded darifications of 
the events. 

“We don’t know exactly what 
happened in this case, and we are 
asking the Egyptians for details,” 
Liel said. 

The event occurred at 3 p.m. 
(1200 GMT) as an Israeli vessel 
was near Coral Island, a popular 
spot for Israeli divers, off the 
coast of Eilat and near the Egyp¬ 
tian beach resort of Taba, south¬ 
ern police district spokesman 
Shalom Ben Himo said. 

In the last few months there 
have been several inddents of 
patrols chasing Israeli boats away 
from the diving area that is now 
in Egyptian hands. 


Ben Himo said ShJomo Yis- 
raeli, 42, was fishing in his motor 
boat when an Egyptian patrol 
passed by and demanded he stop 
for identification. 

"He continued to move," Ben 
Himo said. "The Egyptians shot a 
few warning shots in the air and 
be was struck by a bullet in the 
leg.” 

The radio said Yisraeli was on 
the boat with his two children and 
a guest. The radio said he refused 
to stop because he was in Egyp¬ 
tian waters and his guest did not 
have a passport. 

The radio said Yisraeli was 
shot in the leg and stomach and 
began losing large amounts of 
blood. 

He was treated on the spot by 
an Egyptian medic. The patrol 
then let the boat dock at the 
Egyptian resort of Taba, where 
Yisraeli was transferred to an 
Israeli hospital, the radio re- 
proted. 


Soviet parliament 
elects chairman 


MOSCOW (R) — An economist 
regarded as a supporter of Presi¬ 
dent Mikhail Gorbachev was 
overwhelmingly elected chairman 
of the Council of the Union, one 
of the two chambers of the Soviet 
■ Union’s new standing parliament, 
on Saturday. 

Yevgeny Primakov. 59, direc¬ 
tor of an economics institute, is 
expected to make use of his con¬ 
stitutional powers to chair the 
council and run its internal pro¬ 
ceedings to ensure Gorbachev 
and the Communist Party lead¬ 
ership are able to retain some 
control over events at sessions. 

Primakov, a member of the 
party's policy-making Central 
Committee and the sole candi¬ 
date for the post, was elected 
after a brief informal hearing at 
the first meeting of the council. 

None of the 261 deputies pre¬ 
sent opposed him and just three 
abstained. 

Political analysts say Primakov, 
who has become a well-known 
academic since taking the post of 
director of the Moscow-based 
World Economics and Interna¬ 


tional Relations Institute in 1985, 
is a Gorbachev supporter. 

Primakov said later that the 
two chambers would hold a joint 
session Tuesday morning to dis¬ 
cuss the appointment of a new 
prime minister. 

They are expected to reappoint 
current Prime Minister Nikolai 
Ryzhkov, whose candidacy was 
endorsed by the Communist Par¬ 
ty Central Committee at a meet¬ 
ing late Friday. 

New chief for 


Canning 

Industries 


AMMAN — The board of direc¬ 
tors of the Canning Industries 
Company has appointed Yacoub 
Al Khatib as acting general man¬ 
ager as of May 25, 1989. 

Khatib took over his new post 
as of the date mentioned above. 


RUMORS RESTAURANT 

OPEN DAILY FOR LUNCH & DINNER 
Enjoy the atmosphere with our new specialities 

Abdoun, Tel: 822-425 












































Middle East News 




U.N. chief says outline of 
Cyprus accord discernible 




NICOSIA (AP) — Talks between the Greek and 
Turkish Cypriot leaders for the reunification of the 
.war-divided island have reached a point where the 
outline of an agreement is descernible, U.N. Secret¬ 
ary-General Javier Perez de Cuellar said Saturday. 


“I hope that this trend will 

■ continue so that I shall be able to 
report to tbe council positive re- 

. suits after my meeting with the 
two leaders at the end of June," 
The U.N. chief added in bis 

- bi-annual report to the Security 
. Council. 

The report was released here 

• by "the headquarters of the U.N. 

■ peaceforce which patrols a buffer 

- zone splitting the Turkish-occu¬ 
pied north from the Greek Cyp- 

- riot-controlled southern part of 
: the island. 

Perez de Cuellar succeeded in 
restarting the deadlocked Cyprus 
peace process last August after a 

■ break of nearly three years. 

' Three rounds of talks have 
\ been held between Greek Cyp- 

• riot leader, George Vassiliou, 

- president of the internationally 

■ recognised Cyprus government. 

. and veteran Turkish Cypriot 

leader Rauf Denktash, the presi- 
>- dent of a breakaway state in the 
r north, which is recognised only 
; by Turkey. 

“The talks in which the leaders 

■ of the two sides have engaged in 
since last August have progressed 

:■ to the point where the contours of 
' an overall agreement are dis- ■ 
. cermble,” Perez de Cuellar said 
in his report. 

He added that over the past 
month the two leaders have 
“been engaged in an exercise to 
prepare an outline for an overall 


agreement. 

“The objective is to define the 
solutions for the issues that make 
up the Cyprus problem, and to 
set out the principles and proce¬ 
dures for translating the outline 
into an overall agreement." 

“The discussions have brought 
out a number of specific ideas 
that could go a long way in 
resolving major issues." Perez de 
Cuellar added, without revealing 
details of the points of progress.- 

Perez de Cuellar set a June 1 
deadline for the two leaders when 
he brought them together for the 
first time Geneva in August. 

But despite nine months of 
intensive talks the two leaders 
have been unable to hammer out 
a settlement and were given until 
the end of June by Perez de 
Cuellar to break the deadlock in 
their negotiations. 


can lead to an agreement.” he 
declared in a speech this week. 

Hie two sides have agreed in 
principle on the establishment of 
a bi-zonal federation with the 
550,000 Greek Cypriot majority 
sharing power with the 120,000 
Turkish Cypriot minority. 

But they disagree strongly on 
the powers of the central govern¬ 
ment. The Greek side also balks 
at the permanent presence of 
Turkish troops in Cyprus as part 
of a guarantee of the island's 
independence, cupled with a right 
of unilateral intervention. 

In a recent interview Vassiliou 
said: “We have accepted a com¬ 
plete federal system, whereas the 
Turkish proposals speak -of two 
separate states with some weak 
cooperation. 

“This is not a settlement for¬ 
mula, but a formula for constant 
friction.” 







Contradiction 


Perez de Cuellar's optimistic 
assessment of a possible' break¬ 
through is contradicted by recent 
statements by both Cypriot 
leaders. 

Vassiliou has blamed Turkish 
intransignence for the lack of 
progress. “We have submitted 
comprehensive proposals for the 
solution of all aspects of the 
Cyprus problem. World opinion 
agrees with us that our proposals 
are honourable, reasonable and. 


Denktash said that the exten¬ 
sion of the June 1 deadline will 
give them a chance to “draw up a 
document to establish what dif¬ 
ferences are.” 

He added that if it proves 
impossible to bridge the differ¬ 
ences that will be pinpointed “we 
will either try to continue the 
dialogue to try to find new ave¬ 
nues of reconciliation, or we will 
say the affair ends here. You 
want one thing, we want 
another.” 

The Greek Cypriot side argues 
that a settlement must be based 
on Security Council resolutions 
that demand the withdrawal of an 
estimated 30,000 Turkish troops 
and 50,000 mainland settlers from 
north Cyprus and the return of 
200,000 Greek Cypriot refugees 
to their homes there. 


THE HISTORIC MEETING... Egyptian 
President Hosni Mubarak (right) and Libyan 
leader Muammar Qadhafi meet in Casablanca, 


Morocco, during the May 23-26 Arab s ummi t 
dgnniBng an end to a decode .of Egyptiaa-Ubyae 
hostility 


Egypt-Libya rapprochement 
‘faster than anyone expected’ 


By Myra Macdonald 

Reuters 


Iraqis build giant clock in Baghdad 


NICOSIA (AP) — Iraq has laun¬ 
ched a S45- milli on project provid¬ 
ing for the construction in Bagh¬ 
dad of a giant clock with gold- 
plated hands and a 43-metre pen¬ 
dulum, the Iraqi News Agency 
(INA) reported Thursday. 

The agency did not say when 
the project will be completed, but 
that work already has started in 
the Harithiya district, overlook¬ 
ing the highway connecting 
downtown Baghdad with the in¬ 
ternational airport. 

The dock tower, it said, will be 
made of reinforced cement. It 
will 1 be 51 metres high, built 
inside an octagon-shaped build-, 
ing that also will house a 


museum, a shopping mall, res¬ 
taurants. cafes and conference 
halls. 

It said die ground floor will be 
reserved for statues depicting ma¬ 
jor events in the life of Iraqi 
President Saddam Hussein, start¬ 
ing with his birth. 


The building will be sur¬ 
rounded by 23 water fountains, 
green lawns and rose gardens 
covering an area of 38 square 
kilometres. 

The agency said the dock will be 
set and adjusted by “sophisti¬ 
cated laser and electronic de¬ 
vice." It said the hands will be 
coated in gold, donated by the 


Iraqi women to the government 
during the eight-year Gulf war 
with Iran. 

The war ended Aug. 20 when a 
U.N.-sponsored ceasefire took, 
hold. 

In memory of tbe fallen sol¬ 
diers, tbe agency said, a crystal 
ball “filled with samples of the 
weapons used by our martyrs in 
defence of their homeland” will 
be attached to the end of the 
pendulum. 

Iraqi engineers, identified by 
INA as Mohammad Dia Abdul 
Karim, and his wife, Nisreen, 
designed the complex, being fi¬ 
nanced by the Military Industry 
Committee. 


CAIRO — Egypt is moving towards ending 
years of hostility with Libya's Muammar Qadhafi 
but some Egyptians are wary of new relations 
with the Arab World's most unpredictable 
leader. 

Government sources said an official delegation 
would fly to Libya Sunday for talks aimed at 
rapprochement between Egypt, the Arab 
World's most populous country, and Libya, its 
smaller neighbour. 

They reopened their border less than a week 
after Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak met 
Qadhafi at tbe Casablanca summit which read¬ 
mitted Egypt to the Arab League. 

Libyans are arriving in Egypt at the frontier 
post of Sakmm on the arid Mediterranean coast. 
Some come to visit families for the first time in a 
decade. 

Egyptian airspace is to be reopened to Libya 
and normal flights between the two countries 
could resume as early as Wednesday, the govern¬ 
ment sources said. 

Qadhafi is also said to have agreed to compen¬ 
sate thousands of Egyptian workers expelled 
when Egypt signed its treaty with Israel in 1979. 

“Everything is moving much faster than any¬ 
one expected,” said a government source who 
forecast that, diplomatic relations could be res¬ 
tored within weeks.. . .. 

. But other, government sources said Cairo 
would move much more carefully because many 
people remain wary of Qadhafi, who began the 
1970s pushing for a merger with Egypt and ended 


the decade c allin g for the overthrow of its 
government. 

“I think Mubarak is very. cautious that his 
relationship with Libya must go step by step,” 
said Makram Mohammad Ahmed, editor of the 
political weekly A1 Mussawar magazine. “We 
expect Qadhafi will behave. But nobody can have 
a guarantee.” 

The border had been closed since a brief war in 
1977. Its reopening has not been officially 
announced in Cairo. 

But people have begun to flow quietly in both 
directions through Saloum, which is separated 
from the nearest main town by 200 kilometres 
of desert. 

The history of Egypt's relations with Libya is 
enough to make many Egyptian suspicious, 
despite the warm embrace Mubarak received in 
Casablanca from Qadhafi. 

Both countries talked about a merger less than 
two decades ago and as many as 200,000 Egyp¬ 
tians travelled across the border to find work in 
the oil-rich but sparsely-populated country. 

Some radicals still believe that a union with 
Libya could be the answer to Egypt's growing 
problem of over-population. 

But relations deteriorated when Qadhafi con¬ 
demned former President Anwar Sadat's hand¬ 
ling of tbe 2973 war with Israel. 

The enmity erupted into open warfare during 
the four-day border war in 1977. Sadat's peace 
treaty with the Zionist state was the end of the 
road for the' fiercely anti-Israeli Qadhafi. .. 

On its side. Egypt has accused Libya of 
plotting sabotage attacks and attempting to kill 
Libyan exiles living here. 


Arab Gulf states face rising unemployment 


By Mariam A1 Khalifa 

Reiners 


BAHRAIN — Bahraini 
Mohammad Yousef washes 
cars in the parking lot of a 
five-star hotel in tins Gulf oil 
state while he looks for a job 
with a more promising future. 

Eighteen-year-old Moham¬ 
mad, oldest in a family of 12, 
says his parents don't approve 
of his work — normally the 
domain of the island’s Asian 
labourers — but they welcome 
his earnings of around four 
dinars ($11) a day. 

He is one of a growing num¬ 
ber of young Gulf nationals 
who have been forced by their 
shrinking economies to take 
jobs they would have rejected 
outright during the oil boom a 
decade ago. 

“I work to live; but I would 
like to be a car mechanic some¬ 
day,” he said simply. 

An economic boom fuelled 
by rocketing oil prices in tbe 
late 1970’s ushered in a era of 
tremendous wealth in the re¬ 
gion, along with a flood of 
Asian, European and Amer¬ 
ican workers. 

Economists say despite a de¬ 
termined drive by governments 


of the six member Gulf Coop¬ 
eration Council (GCC) to re¬ 
place expatriates with nation¬ 
als, imported labour still out¬ 
numbers locals, especially in 
the private sector. 

With more than half their 
people under the age of 20 and 
the population multiplying at a 
near record rate of 3.6 per cent. 
Gulf officials are worried about 
finding jobs for their citizens. 

A U.N. study has predicted 
the total population in GCC 
members Bahrain, Kuwait, 
Oman, Qatar, Saudi Arabia 
and the United Arab Emirates 
(UAE) will swell to 27.9 million 
by the year 2000 from 15 mil¬ 
lion in 1985 and 18.6 million in 
1989. 


Main reasons 


“We have unemployment at 
the moment and it could be as 
high as 10 per cent... this is not 
acceptable,” Bahrain's Labour 
Director Abdul Rahman 
Zayani told Reuters. 

Zayani said there were three 
main reasons for the problem: 
slower economic growth due to 
lower ofl prices, more young 
people entering the workforce, 
and the availability of cheap 


foreign labour which flooded 
the region in the late 1970s. 

To reverse the trend, the 
government has launched a 
scheme to replace 20,000 ex¬ 
patriates in the private sector 
with Bahrainis during the next 
five years. 

It targeted 13 occupations 
ranging from drivers to hotel 
staff and sent letters to 400 
firms asking each to comply 
with an individually-designed 
replacement plan by June 1994. 

“The study assumed no eco¬ 
nomic growth — if there is 
growth we have no objections 
to the companies keeping the 
foreign labour as long as they 
also employ tbe Bahrainis,” 
Zayani said. 

Tbe economies of Arab Gulf 
states were hard hit by flagging 
oil prices in 1986 and 1987 but 
have since begun to recover. 

Only one third of Bahrain's 
population is foreign, com¬ 
pared with two thirds in neigh¬ 
bouring Kuwait, Qatar and the 
UAE. But the other states face 
similar problems. 

In Saudi Arabia; expatriates 
also form one third of the 13 
million-strong population and 
foreign workers hold at least 90 
per cent of the jobs in the 


kingdom's private sector. 

An official report published 
in a Saudi daily last October 
said the number of “job-seek¬ 
ers” within tbe kingdom had 
risen 13 per cent in 1987 from 
die previous year. It gave no 
figures. f 


there are only so many of these 
available in the economy." 

The diplomat said that 
although the Saudi government 
— as in other Gulf stares—was 
the largest single employer of 
nationals, it was no longer an 
employer of last resort. 


Economists say this is partly 
because more people need to- 
be trained in manufacturing, 
technical and industrial skills. 


Saudi efforts 


Officials say the kingdom's 
next five-year plan — due to 
begin when the Hijra year 1410 
starts in August — will stress 
manpower development and 
the part private firms can play. 

At a huge investment confer¬ 
ence which ended in the port of 
Jeddah Wednesday, Prince 
Majed, governor of the Mecca 
province, urged Saudi business¬ 
men to hire more nationals. 

“The government, is trying to 
encourage private firms to em¬ 
ploy more Saudis but many 
don't want to as this means they 
would have to pay two or three 
times the salary and won’t get 
the same hours out of them,” 
one Riyadh-based diplomat 
said, 

"yyiother problem is the 
Saudis all want jobs in adminis¬ 
tration or management and 


Less than two per cent of 
privately employed workers in 
Kuwait, Qatar and the United 
Arab Emirates (IME) are 
nationals. In Bahrain, officials 
put the total at 25 per cent. 

Kuwait says it spends an 
average of 1.500 dinars ($5,100) 
a year on subsidies to each 
foreigner in the country and is 
considering ways of transferring 
some of the cost to their em¬ 
ployers. ’ 

UAE authorities have re¬ 
cently announced plans to put 
its nationals in all 50,000 gov¬ 
ernment jobs — one fifth of 
which are now held by its 
citizens—in order to assimilate 
local school graduates. 


Gulf universities could pro¬ 
vide the long-term require¬ 
ments for business and profes¬ 
sional people but were not 
meeting current manpower 
needs or facing the challenge of 
making blue-collar jobs more 
socially acceptable, they add. 


“The most important thing 
which makes this region diffe¬ 
rent from others is that you 
don’t have to create employ¬ 
ment opportunities — they are 
there, but are filled by expatri¬ 
ates, Gulf international bank 
economist Henry Azzam said. 


“What is needed is proper 
training and tbe scaling down of 
wage aspirations,” he told Reu¬ 
ters. 


Most GCC states have made 
sweeping progress in putting 
their citizens in state-run indus¬ 
tries, but have made little head¬ 
way in convincing private firms 
to follow suit. 


But officials and diplomats 
say tbe tide is turning. 

“There is no question that 
attitudes are changing — many 
young Saudis have accepted 
posts their older brothers 
wouldn’t have dreamed of 
doing,” the Riyadh-based di¬ 
plomat said. 
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MIDDLE EAST NEWS IN 


Arabs withdraw ITU proposal 


NICE, France (R) — Saudi Arabia .has withdrawn a prop 0 ** 4K 
expel Israel from the United Nations. International Tc kgom - 
munications Union (ITU). The proposal, pot forward las tNofe p-. 
ber by Saudi Arabia, Syria andQatar, ■was - rtmbved'frcmthe i 
agenda of the ITU's six-week conference which began in. Nice 
Friday. “In the name of international detente looked "for fry. the 




not to pursue the issue,” Saadi Deputy Minister , of Posts^Bod 
Telecommunications Faisal Zaidan said: Arab cotntiiies had 
accused Israel of interrupting telecommunications in the occupied 
territories and preventing the Palestinian people from exercising 
their rights under the ITU convention; ThecoadliatCHystep was m 
response to demands by some delegates who asked for timpoHtical 
issue to be dropped so the conference could get on with itswork, 

7!airian said. 


Mitterrand visits Tunisia tomorrow 


TUNIS (R) — French President Francois Mitterrand-wifi staflua 
two-day state visit to Tunisia Monday, the For eign Ministry 
announced. It will be the first official visit by a Western bead of 
state since President Zine Al AWdine lbn Ali took-powerful 
November 1987. Tunisia is home to the headonarters of the 
Palestine Liberation Organisatin but French diplomats saldno 
meeting was scheduled between the Frendi presdent mjd Palesti¬ 
nian leader Yasser Arafat. Arafat made an .official visit to Paris 
May 2. Mitterrand will, travel to the southern T unisian pass of 
Tamerza Tuesday and give a press conference before returning to 
Paris. • ■ '■‘ s • 


Iran ponders population growth 


NICOSIA (AP) — Iranian President Ali Khamenei-hinted at the 
need to check population growth Friday, but stopped short 'of 
advocating birth control, in the Islamic sate. The official Islamic 
Republic News Agency (IRNA) quoted Khamenei as teffirigtenSdf 
thousands of faithful during the weekly prayer meeting in Tehran; 
“Don’t make an excuse out of the Prophet (Mohammad) if-you 
want to have more children.'' He explained that in its early days 
Islam advocated large families because there were only about 
100,000 people in the Arabian p eninsula . “But tins does not mean 
that for tiie rest of history every Muslim family is obliged to have 8, 
10 or 12 kids,” Khamenei said. His sermon reflected increasing 
concern by the Iranian government over the rate of population 
growth. IRNA said the govrerament was trying to encourage 
people, apparently' only in some rural areas, to use contraceptives. 
But there was no national plan to reduce the rate of popnlatidn 
growth winch at 3.7 per cent annually is one of the highest in the 
world, it added. IRNA said Iran’s population according to the 
latest census is over 50 millio n and is expected to reach 100 million 
in 20 years. 


Leftists disrupt university exams 


RABAT (R) —• Protests by leftist j^oups are threatening to 
paralyse several Moroccan universities' where students are bung 
urged to boycott end-of-year examinations, officials and opposition 
party sources said Friday. But academic sources said the situation 
was normal at the mam universities in Rabat and Casablanca, 
where exams had taken place on schedule. Ahmad Alaotri, senior 
government minister without portfolio, denounced the protest 
action at universities in Fez, Oujda, Tetoan and Meknes. In an 
editorial in the pro-government dailay Maroc Soir, Alaoui said a 
“small group of professional subversives’' were using violence and 
torture to enforce an e xamina tion boycott. They were demanding 
an end to the expulsion of students who foiled exams, tire 
continued payment of scholarships until graduates find jobs and the 
readmission of all drop-outs. Alaoui described tbe demands as 
scandalous and urged the government to react vigorously to 
prevent students losing a whole academic year. 


Thais urge U.S. restraint 


BANGKOK (AP)—A Thai official urged the United States to act 
with restraint Friday over the issue of a factory in Libya which 
Washington claims is a chemical weapons plant employing Thai 
workers. In Washington, a State Department official said Thursday 
that the U.S. government was pressing Thailand to arrange the 
repatriation of an estimated 270 Thai workers from the disputed 
factory complex at Rabta. But Deputy Foreign Office spokesman 
Prachyadavi Tavedikui said it was unclear whether Thai workers 
were employed at the Rabta plant. ‘The U.S. has told us that no 
action would be taken against Libya, we hope that the United 
States will continue to use reason rather than violence,” 
Prachyadavi said. “We don’t know if there are workers there. We 
have conflicting information, we have to rely on what the Libyans 
say and they have assured there are no This at Rabta,” be said. 
He said, however that a Foreign Ministry official was in Libya to 
review the situation and that Bangkok Jias drawn op a contingency 
plan to evacuate Thai workers if necessary, he said. Prachyadavi 
said 25,000 Thais were working mainly in the construction industry 
in Libya, while Libyan officials have said as many as 70,000 Thais 
were working in their country. 




Gorbachev sends regret to Greece 


ATHENS (AP) — Soviet President MDchafl Gorbachev sent a 
message to Premier Andreas Papandreou Friday expressing tegret 
that his foreign'minister had to abruptly postpone a visittoGzeece. 
the government spokesman said. Foreign Minister Eduard A. 
Shevardnadze cancelled a three-day official visit to Greece Mon¬ 
day, two days before it was set to begin- Government spokesman 
Sotiris Kostqpoulos said Gorbachev’s message was delivered to the 
premier by the Soviet envoy in Athens. “President Gorbachev- 
expressed his regret for the temporary postponement of Fdrriigo 
Minister Eduard Shevardnadze’s visit to Greece, stressing thatfte 
attributes great sig n i fi can c e to tins visit, which he hopes will faflwf 
place soon,” Kostopoalos said. Earlier this week, Soviet Ambassa¬ 
dor Anatoly Sliousar told reports- that the foreign minister 
postponed ms visit because he . had to attend a session of-the 
Congress of Peoples Deputies in Moscow. Shevardnadze's planned 
visit triggered a series of protests from opposition parties, which 
chargedthat Papandrcou’s governing Panhellenic Socialist'Move¬ 
ment (Pasok) was planning to use the trip to its benefit in the 
campaign for June 18 national elections. 
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: AMMAN, “ftPetra) —^ rPrime 
■; Mmister Sharif Zaid Ibn Shaker. , 
•• a Greater 

Amnrtnffltuiiupality department 
entrusted with supervising muni- 
p ripalwwfc rn tbc Nasr and-other > 
'tt&tncts hr’, the eastern. areas ‘of 
the-capital.- 

• The raw complexcomprises 
offices,'-two libraries, including 
- one for- children r-and a irmlti- 
. purpose nail- surrounded by a 
‘ '3-r5rdunum public garden.""’- 
The primeminister inspected 
the complex, the second of its. 
type "in the Amman region , se t up . 
to facto Drprrwtetbe, municipal-. 

. rey’s work in the capitaFs. subnrfas- 
The first complex was set up.in 
Basman and was opened' last 


week during the Kingdom's 
celebrations of Independence 
Day. 

The Nasr complex will be in 
charge of services for 127,087 
-inhabitants living in Jabal Taj, 
Jabal' Jofeh, Hay Um Tineh, 
Manara. Alia A1 Gharbi, Hay 
Rabwe. Jabal Nasr, Hatnlan, the 
Prince Hasson camp and the Kha- 
iartcb district. 

Sharif Ziad met-with repre¬ 
sentatives of youth clubs, women 
organisations and local commun¬ 
ity to. discuss municipal services 
to their region. Greater Amman 
Mayor Abdul Raouf Ai Rawab- 
deh and municipal council mem¬ 
bers were present at the meeting 
and the inauguration ceremony. 


21 female adult 
students honoured 


AMMAN (J.J.) A group of 21 
female adult learners at literacy 
centres set up by the. Ministry of 
Education was' honoured at a 
ceremony Saturday for their dis¬ 
tinctive work and excellent learn¬ 
ing performance. 

The ceremony was addressed 
by Dr. Abdullah Ai Khalib. pres¬ 
ident "of the General Union of 
.Voluntary. Societies (GUVS), 
who outlined the national effort in 
the battle against illiteracy and 
the joint efforts of the Ministry of 
Education and GUVS in achiev¬ 
ing ffrisend. 

.The aim -of the Ministry of 
Education is to reduce the cur¬ 
rent.illiterate population of IS per 
cent to 10 per cent by the end of 
the century,- Khatib said. 


He announced that GUVS was 
contributing JD 5,000 to be spent 
on research in the course of eradi¬ 
cating illiteracy in the Kingdom. 

In March, Ministry of Educa¬ 
tion Secretary General Munther 
AI Masri told a meeting here that 
15 per cent of the total population 
aged between 15 and 45 were 
illiterate and it was boped that by 
the year 2,000 the rate will be 
reduced to 10 per cent. 

He said more than 10,000 
illiterates, most of them women, 
were registered at the 540 literacy 
centres set up by the Ministry of 
Education in the Kingdom,. 

Over the past 20 years, more 
than 150,000 Jordanians benefit- 
tcd from these centres, Masri 
noted. 



His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan inspects architectural projects by University of Jordan's 
faculty of engineering students 


Prince inspects architectural display 


AMMAN (Petra) — His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Hassan 
Saturday visited the University of 
Jordan and inspected an exhibi¬ 
tion of architectural designs by 
university students. The designs 
include projects that would be 
carried out in Jordan in the 
course of the 1986-1990 Five- 
Year National Development 
Plan. 

Prince Hassan discussed with 
the students and teachers of the 
Faculty of Engineering issues re¬ 
lated to their work and research, 
and commended their efforts 
linking their work with the socio¬ 
economic needs of the Jordanian 
society. Prince Hassan called for 
the publication of students' work 
so that they can in turn benefit 


other students. 

The Crown Prince also called 
for the creation of a specialised 
consultative body capable of pro¬ 
viding data and information 
which could be of use not only in 
Jordan but also in the four Arab 
Cooperation Council (ACC) 
countries. 

Prince Hassan referred to a 
meeting by ACC countries due to 
convene this summer in North 
Yemen, and said that it was 
designed to promote cooperation 
among the four countries — Jor¬ 
dan, Egypt, North Yemen and 
Iraq. 

Altogether, 49 architectural 
designs are on display at the 
exhibition prepared by 10 male 
and female students of the en¬ 


gineering faculty's graduating 
class. 


Graduation 

According to an announcement 
by the University of Jordan, cere¬ 
monies for graduating students 
from various faculties will take 
place on four separate dates. It 
said that June 6, 1989 has been 
assign-u for the graduation of 
students from the faculties of 
arts, and economics; June 7, for 
those from the Shari.- mw and 
physical education; June 8, stu¬ 
dents from the faculties of scien¬ 
ces. medicine, agriculture, nurs¬ 
ing, pharmacy and engineering, 
and June 11, students from the 
faculties of dentistry and post 
graduate studies. 


U.N. mission — routinish but credible, accurate 


By Ghadeer Taber 

Special to the Jordan Times 


AMMAN —- With both sides of 
the Arab-Jsraeli conflict playing 
the media game, trying to give" 
the world, especially the West, 
the “right" picture of the situa¬ 
tion in the Middle East, thus 
leading to distortions and in¬ 
accuracies, a special U.N. com¬ 
mittee on Israeli practices pro¬ 
vides ah accurate 'picture of 
. Israel's occupation of the West 
Bank, the Gaza Strip and the 
Golan Heights... 

Fair - the- test 22 -years, the 
Israelis have waged a very suc¬ 
cessful media campaign, to de¬ 
humanise the “enemy" and to 
retain world sympathy even in the 
face of the most flagrant of viola¬ 
tions. This is no longer the case. 
The 18-itionth-old intifida has 
stolen the sho'w and brought the 
Palestinian tragedy into the lime¬ 
light. 

Since its creation in 1968. the 
Speical Committee to Investigate 
Israeli Practices Affecting Hu¬ 
man Rights of the Population of 
the Occupied Territories has nev¬ 
er been granted Israeli permis-- 
sion to visit the West Bank, the 
Gaza Strip dr the Golan Heights. 
But, the Israeli defiance has hot 
managed to dent the determina¬ 
tion of the committee to file 


regular annual reports on the 
realities in the occupied territor¬ 
ies. mostly taken from witnesses. 

The three-member committee, 
made up of representatives of Sri 
Lanka, Yugoslavia and Senegal, 
also draws heavily from reports in 
newspapers, Israeli as well as 
Arab. It pays regular visits to 
Jordan, Syria and Egypt and in¬ 
terviews Palestinians from the 
occupied territories as welt as 
other first-band witnesses of 
Israeli practices. 

The annual reports drawn up 
by the panel, chaired by Sri 
Lanka, offer an in-depth picture 
of the effects of Israeli occupation 
on the Palestinian people. They 
cover general developments and 
policy statements, judicial issues, 
harassment and physical violence 
practised by the occupation 
forces against the Palestinians, 
expulsions, collective punish¬ 
ments such as house demolitions 
as well as economic repression — 
m other words, the outstanding 
trademarks of the occupation. 

The conclusion of the commit¬ 
tee’s last report to the General 
Assembly, submitted Oct. 24, 
1988. was bleaker than ever. It 
said the Palestinians were facing a 
level of violence and repression 
“never reached in the course of 
the 21 years of occupation." 

In the course of its work this 


year, the committee recently vi¬ 
sited Syria and Jordan and inter¬ 
viewed Palestinians expelled by 
the occupation authorities from 
the West Bank as well as Palesti¬ 
nians undergoing treatment for 
injuries received in clashes with 
Israeli troops. 

To ensure credibility and 
accuracy in its annual report, the 
committee uses two methods. 
First, it corroborates witnesses' 
testimony with events recorded in 
the daily Arab and Israeli press, 
and the second is intensive ques¬ 
tioning and only when the three 
members of the committee are 
assured of the credibility, is the 
account recorded, according to 
the chairman of the committee, 
Daya Parera who is the perma¬ 
nent representative of Sri Lanka 
at the United Nations. 

“In 1987, one of our conclusion 
was that the situation was becom¬ 
ing critical and reaching an explo¬ 
sive level, which was prophetic of 
the intifada," Parera told the 
Jordan Times in an interview 
before leaving Amman for Cairo. 
The intifada began in December 
1987. 

In 1988 “we saw an alarming 
picture of economic repression as 
well as a tremendous escalation in 
violence (and) physical repres¬ 
sion," be said. “We saw fearful 
injuries caused by plastic and 


rubber bullets, which are actually 
metal balls coated in rubber." 

The committee also found reaf¬ 
firmation of its earlier findings of 
a definite pattern of economic 
repression of the Palestinians by 
the Israeli authorities. Parera 
said. "We saw the uprooting of 
trees and the delays on the bridge 
when Palestinians were trying to 
export their products to Jordan, 
therefore destroying the fruits 
and vegetables.” he said. "This is 
a typical method of harassment." 

Overall, there is a marked in¬ 
crease in every aspect of the 
violation of human rights of the 
people under occupation by the 
Israelis, said the Sri Lankan di¬ 
plomat. 

Although the 1989 report is 
completed yet, one of its main 
features is expected to be the 
mounting Israeli violence against 
Palestinians. 

He cited as an example the 
increase in attacks mounted 
against Palestinians by Jewish set¬ 
tlers in the occupied territories 
with what is unmistakably official 
connivance. “We have been veiy 
fortunate in that regard because in 
Jordan we took the testimony of a 
person who was present at (a 
violent incident) which occurred 
about a week ago,” he recounted. 
"He (the witness) gave a graphic 
description of attacks by settlers 


with the army standing by and 
doing nothing to prevent if. This 
is another phase of this escalation 
of violence which is very alarming 
because it appears that vigilantes 
are now given a green light to 
attack Palestinians." 

He revealed that a large num¬ 
ber of complaints of torture was 
corroborated by medical evi¬ 
dence. 

The committee's reports are 
acted upon by the General 
Assembly which usually adopts 
resolutions condemning the 
Israeli measures and urging (be 
Zionist state of abide by interna¬ 
tional laws and conventions re¬ 
lated to occupation 2 nd treatment 
of civilians under occupation. 


AFESD agrees to finance 
part of Jordan-Egypt 
power linkage project 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Jordan and Egypt have reached 
initial agreement with the Arab World for Economic 
and Social Development (AFESD) on AFESD financ¬ 
ing for linking Jordanian and Egyptian national power 
grids, Jordan Electricity Authority (JEA) Director 
General Mohammad Saeed Arafa announced 
Saturday. 


The project, which is expected 
to begin in 1990 and to be com¬ 
pleted by 1993, will entail a 300- 
kilometre 500-kilovolt line link¬ 
ing Suez in Egypt and Aqaba. 
Arafeh said in a statement upon 
returning from a meeting on the 
project held in Cairo where the 
agreement with the AFESD was 
concluded. 

Jordan will obtain S35 million 
and Egypt SI25 million in soft 
loans To carry out the project. 
Arafeh said. 

The project entails laying an 
11-kilometre submarine cable 
line between Sinai and Aqaba 
and establishing transformer sta¬ 
tions and other installations along 
the route. 

The two sides will soon sign a 
contract with an international 
consultancy firm to conduct a 
feasibility study on the submarine 
cable before the final documents 
can be prepared for a tender to be 
announced early in 1991. Arafeh 
said. 


Egypt and Jordan had been 
working closely with the French 
firm "Electricite de France" in 
this regard. 

Arafeh said the linkage with 
Egypt would help the two sides 
deal with emergency power shor¬ 
tages and benefit from low-cost 
power produced by either side. 

Official JEA statistics indicate 
that Jordan's overall power con¬ 
sumption currently stands at 500 
megawatts but that overall pro¬ 
duction capacity when all stations 
are operational is likely to be 900 
megawatts. 

The linkage of power grids was 
approved by the Joint Jordanian- 
Egyptian Higher Committee in 
1986 when Cairo and Amman 
decided to embark on measures 
in this connection and to upgrade 
their transformer and power¬ 
generating stations. 

Jordan’s grid was connected 
with Syria's in 19M with a 230- 
kilovolt line and the two coun¬ 
tries have since been exchanging 


power wherever there was use for 
such practice. 

Last March, Jordan and four 
Middle Eastern countries reached 
agreement on power grid inter¬ 
connection in region and to 
promote cooperation among 
themselves in energy-related 
fields. 

The five countries — Jordan, 
Egypt. Syria, Turkey and Iraq — 
also chose Amman to serve as the 
headquarters of a technical com¬ 
mittee comprising delegates from 
the five states to plan projects in 
the course of carrying out the 
programme. 

The Islamic Development 
Bank and the AFESD which 
were represented at the meeting 
said they would finance the pro¬ 
ject. 

Minister of Energy and Miner¬ 
al Resources Hisham AI Khatib 
was quoted in March as saying 
that Iraq and Jordan were study¬ 
ing the prospect of linking their 
grids and the way was of open for 
power grid linkage with other 
Arab states in the region. 

The Turkish and Iraqi grids are 
already linked and Iraq is cur¬ 
rently supplying pans of Turkey 
with electric power. 

Energy officials and specialists 
from Jordan and Egypt believe 
that the Jordanian-Egyptian link¬ 
age project will cost $170 million. 


‘Arab power generation needs 
investments, maintenance’ 


AMMAN (Petra) — Annual de¬ 
mand on electric power in the 
Arab World is growing at the rate 
of seven lo lo per cent and 
further investments in power gen¬ 
eration aDd distribution are 
urgently needed and maintenance 
work on installations is essential 
to meet future needs. Jordan 
Electricity Authority (JEA) 
Director General Mohammad 
Saeed Arafeh said here Saturday. 

The Arab World's current 
power-generation capacity now 
stands at 65.000 megawatts’ and at 
least S5 billion is invested annual¬ 
ly in power-generation projects in 
the Arab countries, Arafeh said 
in an address to the opening 
session of a six-day meeting cal¬ 


led to discuss means of promoting 
maintenance and operating power 
generating equipment in the 
Arab World. 

The seminar, organised by 
JEA, the power corporation of 
Sweden, and the United Nations, 
is attended by delegates from 
various Arab states and Turkey. 

By adopting sound techniques 
and methods in maintenance and 
by manufacturing spare parts for 
power generation units and 
equipment, the Arab World can 
reduce expenditure, Arafeh 
noted. A mere one per cent 
improvement in maintenance and 
performance of generating units 
will save up to $500 million 
annually. Arafeh added. 


The opening session was 
addressed by Minister of Energy 
and Mineral Resources Hisham 
AI Khatib who said that, despite 
huge investments in energy pro¬ 
duction projects in the Arab re¬ 
gion, there was still lack of proper 
maintenance on installations and 
thus leading to complications and 
increased operational costs. 

The participants will discuss 
working papers on maintenance 
and distribution of power, elec¬ 
tric networks in the Arab region 
and the experiences of Sweden in 
power generation, among other 
topics. 

They will also tour power in¬ 
stallations in Jordan including the 
Aqaba Thermal Power Station. 



PLANNING TALKS: Planning Minister Ziad Fariz discussed with 
Italian Ambassador in Amman Francesco de Curten, cooperation in 
the. fields of regional planning as well as means to promote channels 
of contact with regard to the private sector and increasing investment 
(Petra}. 

SDD COURSE: A total of sixty women Saturday enrolled in a 
'Staining course organised by the Social Development Department in 
cooperation "with Salt Charity' Association. Daring the seven-day 
cdurse/ the' participants will receive theoretical and practical lessons 
on "causes of-handicaps.'.care for pregnant mothers, and the proper 
rare for the disabled (Petra). 

UNIVERSITY HANDBOOK: The University of Jordan Saturday 
issued rts-1989 handbook, providing study plans for various under¬ 


graduate courses. The university has 13 faculties which provide 
courses around the year to undergraduate students and postgradu¬ 
ates . The handbook also outlines information about the university's 
various language and scientific centres (J.T.) 

ADMINISTRATION COURSE: A number of employees at the 
government administrative and training departments have begun a 
traim'ng course at the Institute of Public Administration. The five-day 
course includes subjects dealing with steps of scientific research as 
well as means to prepare reports and statistical studies (Petra). 

MEDICAL EXHIBIT: An exhibition was opened Saturday at 
Za'tari medical centre in Mafraq. The exhibition includes drawings 
illustrating means to preserve public health and prevent diseases 
(Petra). 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


The following listings are compiled from monthly bulletins and 
tbc daily Arabic press . Readers are advised to verify the listed 
(rzneand. place with the concerned institutions. 


EXHIBITIONS 


* Ah archaeological exhibition entitled “The Treasures of Hasma 
Desert-*Tat the Department of Antiquities Registration Centre. 

■it An art exhibition by three North African artists at Abdul 
HwmiA . sI mwm i FoondatHHL. 

* An art .exhibition by Ahmad Abu Othman at the Housing Bank 


ttAnexh ibition by French artist “Olivier MutiOod" at the 
French Cultural Centre. 

An art exhibition by Jordanian and Arab artists at AI Wasiti 
Art Gallery. 

fr An art exhibition by Nibad Qutaishat at AI Quds (Jeerusatem) 

• Hotel. 

* An wMMHmi entitled “Jadworkshop” displaying cartoons by 
Lebanese artist George Khouri (Jad) at the Goethe Institute. 

iir Tlte -Royal Jordanian Geeographic Centre exhibition which 
- includes maps, aerial photographs, di gi t al maps and remote 
.-seating at tte Royal Cultural Centre. 

LECTURE 


<r A tectarein French, entitled “The Arab Orient and French 
. Geographers” by Andre Bourgey at the French Cultural 
Centre 6:00 j».m. 

^ - - 


^ A featnre JllHi entitled “Stage Dow” at the American 
, Centre — 7:09 p an. 


Arab resolution to 


call for special 1LO 
panel on Palestine 


-* i 


AMMAN (Petra) — The 76th 
meeting of the International 
Labour Organisation (ILO) 
which opens sessions in Geneva 
Wednesday is expected to discuss 
in detail a report by a special ILO 
team on the condition of Arab 
workers under Israeli occupation 
and Israel's human rights viola¬ 
tions, Minister of Labour Jamal 
Bdour said Saturday. 

The ILO meeting, which will 
be attended by delegates from" 
150 countries, will examine the 
report, based on the findings of 
investigations carried out in im¬ 
plementation of ILO resolutions 
of 1974 and 1980, the minister 
said shortly before leaving for 
Geneva to take part in the ILO 
meeting. 

The 1974 and 1980 ILO resolu¬ 
tions condemned Israel’s racist 
policies, its violation of workers’ 
rights and its establishment of 
settlements on Arab-owned land 
in Palestine, the minister said. 

. Jordan, along with the Arab 


group to the meeting, will submit 
to the Geneva meeting a joint 
resolution denouncing Israel's 
violations and acts of repression 
against the Arab people in gener¬ 
al and workers and trade and 
labour onions in particular, die 
minister said. The resolution will 
call on the ILO conference to set 
up a special committee to review 
the two former ILO resolutions 
and, together with the ILO direc¬ 
tor general, deride on measures 
to extend assistance to the Arab 
workes under Israeli occupation, 
the minister said. 

The racist policies of the South 
African government and pre¬ 
cautionary measures to be fol¬ 
lowed in the usage of chemical 
materials will be among the other 
topics for discussion at the ILO 
conference, the minister added. 

The Jordanian delegation to 
the 22-day conference groups 
representatives of the govern¬ 
ment, Jordanian employers and 
workers. 
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Last chance for 
Lebanon 


THE ARAB League “troika** on Lebanon — lung Hassan of 
Morocco, King Fahd of Saudi Arabia and Chadli Benjedid of 
Algeria — today begin the difficult task of hammering out a 
political settlement to the 15-year-old Lebanese bloodbath. The 
responsibilities that the Arab League bas entrusted to the three 
leaders look awesome, seen in the light of the realities on the 
ground in Lebanon and the deep rift drenched in blood between 
the warring factions in the country, but, the Arab World pins high 
hopes that the diplomatic experience and influence that the three 
veteran statesmen represent will bear frniL Perhaps, that is the 
only light at the end of the tunnel for Lebanon and for all those 
interested in seeing peace and tranquility restored to that country. 

No matter how one looks at it, one thing is dear and simple: The 
central issues at stake in Lebanon have to be taken by the horn and 
shaken. Anything short of that will not work. Too much water has 
flown under the Arab bridge to hope that today's meeting in 
Morocco could produce miracles to settle the Lebanese strife. 
Fundamental reforms have to be brought about in the country and 
its constitution and unwritten covenants should be altered in a 
manner just and fair to all concerned. Those who hold ont for less 
or more need their arms twisted and there is none more qualified to 
do that job other than the leaders of Morocco, Saudi Arabia and 
Algeria. 

There is little doubt that a solution to the conflict has to come 
from the Arab World, and Arab World alone. We have seen the 
superpowers are more than happy to skirt around Lebanon when it 
comes to decisive action; the U.S., which burnt itself very badly 
with the short-sighted policies adopted by the Reagan White 
House, cannot be dragged to taste anymore of Lebanese waters. 
The Soviet Union has signalled on more than one occasion that it 
cannot be expected to play any meaningful role in the imbroglio. 
No doubt for the better for all concerned, since any internatioaa- 
Ksation of the issue would only create more complications and dead 
ends. But the danger is still there of intervention by non-Arab 
powers which pose the threat of deepening religious animosities in 
the country. 

We can draw some comfort from the fact that the Arab League 
“troika” was named by the Casablanca summit, which offered the 
right forum for airing different Arab viewpoints and deep 
deliberations over Lebanon. To be sure, conflicting positions were 
stated and understood. In a way it has lightened the task of the 
heads-of-state committee since the immediate necessity of a 
mini-summit of Arab leaders has been stimulated. But, sooner or 
later, such a gathering is inevitable amply because the fun¬ 
damental dements in the Lebanese scene are very complex and 
need the highest level of understanding by Arab leaders. By the 
same token, today’s deliberations unmistakably represent what 
could be easily described as the last chance for Lebanon. We hope 
the chance will not go to waste and that it will be the beginning of 
an end to the violence and rivalries plaguing Lebanon and not the 
other way around. 


JORDAN PRESS EDITORIALS 


Al Ra’i daily newspaper Saturday elaborated on a meeting to 
open Sunday in Rabat by a three-member higher committee to 
look into means of ending the Lebanese crisis. The paper said that 
with the start of the committee's work, the hopes of the Arab 
masses in general and the Lebanese people in particular grow and 
optimism increases, specially as the ceasefire in the embattled city 
of Beirut still holds. The Lebanese question has originally 
motivated the Arab summit, and the Arab leaders who set up this 
committee at the level of heads of state displayed determination 
to to go ahead with serious efforts to resolve the internal 
Lebanese conflict, the paper noted. But the committee, the paper 
added, has a formidable task awaiting it, if the Arabs are to see 
the end of the dark tunnel in Lebanon and a new dawn of peace 
and security for its people. The salvation of Lebanon represents a 
tough test for the Arab League and the three-member committee 
both of which realise that strenuous efforts are needed and 
cooperation with all parties is required if a solution is to be 
reached, the paper noted. It said the sufferings of the Lebanese 
people should prompt the committee to intensify all efforts to 
reach a lasting settlement. 

A columnist in Al Ra’i daily focuses attention on agriculture in 
Jordan as being the backbone of the national economy and one 
that requires serious and constant attention. Salah Abdul Sam&d 
says that the Ministry of Agriculture realises that the agricultural 
sector faces numerous problems and it will be advisable to take 
the initiative of involving as many concerned people as possible in 
solving these issues. The writer proposes constant consultation 
with representatives of the local fanners and open dialogues with 
experts and agricultural engineers on topics that would help 
promote production and marketing. Abdul Samad says criticism, 
assessment and discussion are ail pan of a process designed to 
help the country and the farmers achieve the best results, and 
therefore such practice can and should be adopted. This process, 
he adds, can be conducted through the media and open meetings 
and gatherings at any level. 


Al Dustour daily also dwells on the Lebanese question and the 
developments on the Lebanese scene over the past 14 years. The 
paper said that Lebanon is indeed a bleeding wound in the body 
of the Arab World; and is being made worse through negative 
effects on Lebanon as a result of regional and international 
developments. But, it added, the Arab summit of Casablanca has 
brought Lebanon a new hope with the formation of a high level 
Arab committee entrusted with taking all possible measures to 
end the conflict and the civil strife in Lebanon. The heads of state 
of Saudi Arabia, Algeria and Morocco who are meeting Sunday 
to embark on their task in Lebanon face a tough mission ahead. 
But, the paper added, as long as the ceasefire continues to hold 
and as long as the warring parties are willing to cooperate, hopes 
for a settlement will grow, and the road for peace will be paved. 



Sunday’s Economic Pulse 


By Dr. fahed^Faiiek 


Sell correction programme to 


AMMAN—The Association of Banks in Jordan hosted a lecture 
by Dr. Abdul Shakour Shaalan, director of the Middle East 
Department of the International Monetary Fund (IMF). The 
lecture, which attracted a selected group of bankers and econom¬ 
ists, took place last Wednesday and was also attended by two 
ministers. The topic was the Jordanian economic restructuring 
and adjustment programme for the years 1989-1993. 

I was lucky to attend this valuable lecture and to participate in 
the question and answer session that followed the lecture. 

I am not going to summarise the policies, objectives and 
procedures that were touched upon. Nevertheless, I am going to 
share reflections and insights with my readers. 

Last week, an official told the public that the purpose of the 
.IMF programme was to enable Jordan repay its debts. This may 
be true in the longer run, because a healthy and growing economy 
is of course more able to service its debts and meet its 
commitments, but the real purpose of the programme is to correct 
distortions and dislocations of the economy, to reduce deficit in 
the budget and current account of the balance of payments and to 
try to help the country function and live within its own means. 
Had the aim of the programme been to squeeze the Jordanian 
people and starve the masses so that the creditors may get more, 
we would not be interested in supporting such a programme. The 
correction and restructuring is needed even if all our debts were 


written off by a strike of the pen. The repayment of debts is 
therefore the last of our worries. 

In an answer to a question Shaalan stated that within the 
five-year duration of the programme there would be no net 
transfer of funds outside. On the contrary, the inflow from the 
IMF, the World Bank, and the creditors will exceed the outflow, 
so that the gap win be filled. This obviously confirms our view that 
the prog raming is not rrwvmr solely to repay the creditors but to 
'get doser to self sufficiency and correct our deviations. ' 

The programme bas some public relations stuff to sweeten its 
bitter taste, such as the protection of the poor and limited income 
groups, the control of inflation, and the achievement of economic 

growth. v ‘ 

We doubt whether the programme does actually has solid and 
specific steps to achieve these three desired objectives. We must 
aHmif tha t it is more likely that the poor and the limited income 
groups will not be immune from sharing in die cost to one extent 
"or another. The inflation is not escapable in the light of l ower 
exchange rate, and economic growth may not be expected to stem 
for the'pnbtic sector who does not have sufficient resources for 
•investment and must reduce, rather than expand, its expenditure. 

The success of the programme is crucially dependent on a dear 
and whole-hearted commitment from the government, coupled 


with understanding, conviction, and acceptance by.tfcc pcb pte. fr s 
not enough to accept the programme hesitantly and halfhearted¬ 
ly Therefore the programme should be presented and amymeed 
to the public at large. There is no hope that t& a^eriimbnt can 
perform its duties under the programme unless die people were 
convinced that it is in the best of their interest in the present and 
the future, and that the programme will not starve diem for die: 
benefit of the creditors and that the cost to the people wfll be 

. . : , -f.l. ’____oiirl'VraiinMlnt 


I tried my best both in the Jordan Times 'and tfa? Ai Ra’i. 
newspapers to swim against the stream, arid mobilise support to 
the economic correction programme, out of a sense of resp onsib tl- 
ity. Needless to say that such endeavour was c ostly em personai 
basis. Such a major mission cannot be performed by one-person, 
irrespective of his share of credibility and courage. It-'is-the 
responsibility of the economic team of the new govern ment . 
Either they believe in the programme or" they don’t. If they don’t, 
they should come up with their alternative programme, ff they do, 
they should try to demonstrate their commitment, and .sell the 
programme to the people, using. all media .outlets, m an 
atmosphere of free dialogue. Time is very shorthand wenayelittte • 
room for wai ting before we make np our minds and proceed 
forcefully in the right direction; 


Bhutto heads to U.S. 
in most important foreign 
visit since taking office 


ence referring to the government 
as *‘a kindergarten cabinet” 

Pakistan’s former Prime 
Minis ter Mo hamm ad Shan June- 
jo bas blasted Bhutto’s govern¬ 
ment as a “democratic night¬ 
mare.” 

Although Jonejo heads the 
Pakistan Muslim League he felled 
to win a seat in the November 
elections. 


By Mohammed Aftab 

The Associated Press 

ISLAMABAD — Prime Minister 
Benazir Bhutto heads to the Un¬ 
ited States next week on one of 
the most important foreign visits 
of her brief rule. 

Bhutto is to arrive June 5 in the 
United States for a high-profile 
tour that is to include talks with 
U.S. President George Bush, 
Secretary of State James Baker 
and congressional leaders. 

Bhutto said that issues topping 
her agenda will be economic and 
military aid and narcotics control. 

“The primary message of die 
visit and the talks will be that 
freedom has returned to Pakis¬ 
tan. It is not only a success for the 
people of Pakistan but for all 
those who believe in freedom,” 
she said. 

The Western-educated Bhutto, 
35, is the first woman to head a 
modern Muslim state and has 
attracted much favourable atten¬ 
tion in the West. But many of her 
constituents have been less ena¬ 
mored. 

“There is no place in Islam for 
a woman leader," says Maulana 
Samiul Haq, a vocal opposition 
leader in die senate or upper 
house of the parliament. 

Pakistan and the United States 
are long-time allies. Relations 
were further cemented during the 
past decade when Washington 
stepped in to help anti-Commun- 
ist Afghan guerrillas, headquar¬ 
tered in Pakistan. 

Because of Pakistan’s staunch 
support for the Afghan rebels, 
Washington looked with favour 
on requests from the late military 
strongman Mohammad Zia U1 
Haq. Under Zia. the army re¬ 
moved Bhutto's father, Zuifikar 
Ali Bhutto as president in 1977. 
Bhutto was executed in 1979 on 
charges of plotting to murder an 
opponent. 

Zia died in a mysterious plane 
crash last August No one ever 
claimed responsibility and while 
sabotage is blamed no suspects 
have been identified. 

Focus on Afghanistan 

During the past month, Bhutto 
has appeared to be carving out a 
more independent Afghan policy 
with a return to her earlier emph¬ 
asis on negotiations rather than a 
protracted war. But Bhutto has 
remained adamant that the Com¬ 
munist government in Kabul has 
to go if there is to be a settlement. 

The Afghan issue is expected 
to dominate talks with Bush and 
his administration, who have also 
been frying to come up with their 
own policy. 

“The major obstacle to the 
Afghan settlement is an obstinate 
refusal of the present administra¬ 
tion in Kabul to step down,” she 
said this week. “It is because of 
this, the war has intensified in 
Afghanistan in recent week.” 

A sensitive issue is Pakistan’s 
role in the development of nuc¬ 
lear weapons. The U.S. Central 
Intelligence Agency (CIA) has 
for years claimed that Islamabad 
may already have “a bomb in its 
closet." Foreign Ministry officials 
admit Bush will certainly bring it 
up. 

Bhutto has repeatedly said 
Pakistan is not producing a nuc¬ 
lear bomb and wants only to 
develop a peaceful nuclear ener¬ 
gy programme. 

Bhutto is to meet with Bush 
June 5 and 6 and address a joint 
session of Congress. She is to 
address the United Nations and 
meet with high-level U.N. offi¬ 
cials in New York June 9 and 10 
before returning to Islamabad. 

While Bhutto expects Western 
help in tackling problems like 
Afghanistan and relations with 
India, her domestic problems 
appear more daunting. 

Domestic woes 

Bhutto, even though she com¬ 


mands a simple majority in the 
national assembly, the powerful 
lower house of parliament, de¬ 
pends on independents and small 
opposition party members to 
keep her in the driver's seat. 

Her opposition, the right-wing 
Islamic Democratic Alliance has 
been a thorn in Bhutto’s side. It 
formed the government in Pakis¬ 
tan’s populous Punjab province. 

Bhutto and the Punjab Chief 
Minister Nawaz Sharif have been 
at loggerheads since the election. 
Another rival and Zia loyalist, 
Nawab Akbar Bugti, heads the 
smaller southwestern province of 
Baluchistan. 

In the northwest frontier pro¬ 
vince, which borders Afghanis tan 
and houses the majority of the 
three million Afghan war re¬ 
fugees, Bhutto's Pakistan Peo¬ 
ple’s Party leads the government. 
It does however depend on inde¬ 
pendents and minority party 
members. 

The southern province of Sind, 
which is her>home province, is 
solidly PPP. 

The senate, which is largely a 
product of Zia, is dominated by 
IDA-loyalists. 

Bhutto maintains a working 
relationship with bipartisan Presi¬ 


dent Ghuiam Ishaq Khan, 73. “A sensitive issue 

Her relationship mth the j s Pakistan’s role in 

powerful army leadership, the .. . , . , 

third element in Pakistan’s poli- the development Ol 

^*3^; O^clear weapons. 

according to one senior military I flG U.o. UGHtral In- 

“n politicians fail, the teliigence Agency 

army has always taken over (CIA) haS TOP yeafS 

Miwabzadh’Nhsnitiah' Khai^/a Claimed that Isla- 

veteran opposition parliaments- m g b 3 d may 

rian, while counselling Bhutto .i r __ j. ( »il 

and her rivals to adopt a policy of already have Q. 

acco mmo dation. _ ■ bomb in its closet.” 

Pakistan s annual inflation rate r- . ...... 

is now 18 per cent. The country is rOreign Ministry 

Si? *“**(?!* officials admit Bush 

budget deficit. Bhutto came into ... . . , . 

power warning she inherited a Will Certainly DriRQ it 
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government for its lack of experi- ramme. 



Christianity and Islam 


By William H. Taylor 


gap, (Jordan Times, page 4, Jane 3,1989) cannot beaHowedtogn 
unchallenged. Be a number of erroneous and msfaa fEng 


Jansen f s simplisti c and inaccurate assumptions are these; that 
fdnm is a young religion of the -*South and - East* and . that 
Christianity b an old retighw of the *North and West,' He 
continually equates Christianity with the West, and-the Christian 
faith with flaccid, even terminal, ded&ie. ' 


Christiani ty ***& dwi* ammmnn hnrkgm unrf nf Semitic 
theology and caftinre of Palestine and Arabia respectively. Many of 
the formative influences on the Nascent Cfcrfcffnq church and its 
theology were identical with those on emergent Ishun, both during 
the Gfatbne of the Prophet, and in the period foUowtog hb death. 
Palestine, of coarse, was more influenced by Hellenistic thought 
forms than Arabia, hot the basis of both the Gospeb and. the 

Koran, and the communities of faith which produced them, remain 

ttrmiy in the Semdic world. ' 
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So ranch for orfehis. What of the contemporary scene? Like 
Islam, Christianity can now claim to be emphatically present in the 
developing world. I write as an Angtican priest who last year was 
on the staff of the Lambeth Conference in Britain, now worktogin 
an Arab charch under Arab bishops. My recent and present 
experience of the Chri stian faith b emphatically non-Earopean. 
The Lambeth Conference brings together Anglican biriiops Goa 
the worldwide Anglican communion once every ten years. The 
majority of bishops in the communion are now black, reflecting the 
■fact that the charch b growing fastest ha Africa. What b true for 
the Andean c ommuni on m both Africa and the new Pacific basin 
b also true for the Roman CathoBc church in South America and 
Africa. 

Organised monotheistic faiths such as Christianity and Islam 
throughout their long histories have seen different ‘epicentres’, 
and different emphasis within the expression of faith In Ch ristian 
ity, the early epicentre was the Eastern Mediterranean. 1 1 migh t h* 
argued that the epicentre then shilled to Contmental Europe, and 
now has shifted again to the developing world — principally 
snb-Sabaran Africa, South America, and the new Pacific basin. 
Within Islam, there b cultneal variety too. African Muslims do not 
perceive the Rushdie affair, to take one example, to be an 
expression of a Bactid and effete Christian culture being chaL 
lenged by the youthful rigour afldam, for they recognise it for the . 
distortion it b. Or to take an Asian example of true cultural 
exchange and cooperation, where hi the Philippines, the Filipino 
National Cowed of Churches campaigned successfully for the 
appointment of a cabinet minister to protect Muslim interests. 

As in history, so in the present. Islam and Chri stianity have 
much in common. Rejection of distortion of the truth b one of 

tho se char acteristics, whether it be the gross distortions of truth in 
the writings of Salman Rushdie, or the cynical distortions of truth 
of those who seek to c ap it ali se on conflict and controversy. If Mr. 
Jansen needs encouragement in this, be should look to the 
developing world which be myopically overlooks. Be migjbt even 
God the Koranic ujunctiao to be tine: 

**Thou Shalt assuredly Gnd the closest of them in friendship 
towards the beBevers to be those who say: We are Christian^— 
Surah 5 [Al Maidah]: 82. 

TbcRevd. Dr. William Taylor is an Anglican priest in Amman and 
on the staff of the Anglican Bishop in Jerusalem. 



For all your: 

Packing, 

Air Freight Forwarding, 
Customs Clearance, 
Door-to-door Service, 
Ticketing and 
Reservation needs, 

please call: 

AMIN KAWAR & SONS 

A Mel Hamid Sharaf Sireei 
Shmeisani 
P.O. Box 7806 
Amman. Jordan 
Tel. 604676, 604696 


The first (best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle. Jabal Amman, near 
Ahliyyah Girls School 

Take away is available 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p. m. 

6;?0-Midnighi 

_ Tel. 638968 
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Tel: 664090-660852 ■ 

Ttx: 22205 BESMCO JO ■' 

P.O. Box 926487 ■ 
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MANDARIN 
Chinese Restaurant 

The only typical Chinese 
cuisine in Amman. 
Chinese Flaming pot is available 

Take away available 

Open dailv 12:00 - 15-30 
18:00-23:30 

Wadi Saqra Road - near Traffic 
, Bridge 
’ Amman. Jordan 

V Tel: 661922 > 
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TOP QUALITY 
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/ CHEN’S s 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street, Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbeque for 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 
p.m. 

< 6:30-Midnight > 
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CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

TAIWAN TOURISMO 
Authentic Chinese Food 

‘ Korean Bar-B-O 
Charcoal Flaming Pot 
■ Taka-aw ay w r t ki 

Open daily Noon - 3:30p.m. 
&. 6:30p.m.-midnight. 

Location: Near.3rd Circle -■ 

oppositeWtefi tiospitaf.. • 

Tel: 641113. V-; 
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■ NCT Vo^^^Minkiad is be-' 
.; coowg OTc^easingly concerned 

■ aboutthe wellbeing of its planer, 
l tfieEarth. This ts the mam con-, 
j dfiskm bemg drawn Trdm a sur- 

* vey erf public opinion and lead-. 
I -eraSup* attitudes commissioned by 
J ■ the U nittkl Nati oik’ Environment 
? Programme(UNEP). 

\ '-’The enviro n m ent was becom- 
! ing>an important political issue 
; globally, although specific threats 
; and problems were viewed with 

* differing levels of alarm. Never- 
| tbeless, certain general .attitudes 
' were found to be ukreasxagTy 
» prevalent,, the investigation 
1 showed. .... J . , .;/ 

< Pessimism about the future was 
- common, according to the pbH, 

’ claimed to be the-firat compre- 

• hensive, miernalional study of 

opinions regarding the envxron- 

• ment. : -• 


Qur planet’s wellbeing — a primary concern 


Carried out between February 
and June of last year, the survey 
involved more , than 6,000 mem¬ 
bers of the public and 700 people 
•in .positions of national ttiflu^ne e 
in 'Argentina.. China, Hungary, 
India, Japan, Jamaica, Kenya. 
. Mexico, Nigeria, Norway, Saudi 
Arabia, Senegal, West Germany 
and Zimbabwe. 

It was found that ecological 
. concerns long felt in countries 
such as Norway and West Ger¬ 
many were now be ginning to be 
shared by Argentina, China, 
Japan and Mexico, although this 
feeling was less prevalent in poor¬ 
er developing nations such as 
India, Jamaica, Kenya, Nigeria 
and Senegal. 

Apart from those in Saudi Ara¬ 
bia, most of those questioned felt 
that there had been a decline in 
the quality of their environment 


over the previous decade. 

Thus, more than six out of ten 
of those interviewed in India be¬ 
lieved that their environment was 
worse than it was ten years pre¬ 
viously. And in China more than 
eight out of ten people described 
their environment as merely 
“poor to fair”. 

With the exception of the 
Japanese, most people were will¬ 
ing to provide labour or cash to 
help improve their environment. 

More than six out of ten ordin¬ 
ary Mexicans, backed by eight 
out of ten of their leaders, feared 
that their environment would be 
“much worse* in 50 years if cur¬ 
rent trends persisted. 

In the African countries die 
survey found the principal con¬ 
cern to be the loss of forest cover 
and good farmland,the degrada¬ 
tion of both air and water, as well 


as the dumping of toxic waste. 
Bat m Norway and West Ger¬ 
many the problems triggered off 
by climatic change were a major 
worry. 

The survey’s findings are 
echoed m the increasing promin¬ 
ence now being given to environ¬ 
mental issues on the international 
agenda. 

This is highlighted by die cur¬ 
rent meeting in Nairobi of the 
governing council of UNEP. It 
was hoped that delegates from 
about 70 countries would take 
decisions which would bring a 
long-term, global plan of action a 
step nearer. 

According to Dr. Mostafa Tol- 
ba, the executive director of the 
Kenya-based U.N. offshoot, the 
meeting could prove a watershed 
in the battle against environmen¬ 
tal degradation. It would either 


Soviet Jews visit Israel - 
first step to emigration? 


By Paul Taylor 

Reuter 

TEL AVIV — Three nights a 
week, one of the more bizarre 
by-products of Soviet leader 
Mikhail Gorbachev's policy of 
glasnost lands in Israel. 

Nicknamed the "video ex¬ 
press”, a Cyprus Airways plane 
brings hundreds of Soviet Jews as 
tourists to visit the holy land — 

S clutching video recorders 
are the key to their future 
prosperity back home. 

Gorbachev’s easing of emigra¬ 
tion and travel restrictions on 
Soviet citizens has allowed a 
swelling number of Jews to visit 
their relatives in Israel, changing 
planes in Cyprus where they can 
buy relatively cheap videos. 

' Travellers .invest their life's 
savings at the duty free shop at 
Larnaca airport. Black home, the 
videos fetch huge sums on the 
Soviet blade market. 

"For one video you can buy a 
car. For two you can get an 
apartment,” said Aaron 
Menachenua ground staff official 
at Tel Aviv’s Ben Gurion airport 
who handles the Soviet visitors. 
On a typical flight last week 31 

i. ,-...rfwr 


videos, 12 radio-cassette recor¬ 
ders and several radios rolled off 
the luggage carousel. One plane 
the week before carried 45 
videos. 

The Jews, many from the 
Caucasian republics of Soviet 
central Aria, are mostly leaving 
their home country for the first 
time and appear bewildered. 

Long-suffering Cyprus Airways 
stewards say they sometimes have 
to physically separate the 
travellers from their video recor¬ 
ders before boarding the plane. 

The flights invariably leave late 
because the last tearful grand¬ 
mother is still arguing with cabin 
staff to be allowed to cany her 
video onto the plane instead of 
depositing it in the baggage bold. 

‘It’s terrible when they get to 
Tel Aviv. They don't want to let 
the videos out of their sight but 
they have to deposit them in a 
bonded customs warehouse until 
they fly back to Russia," said 
Eleni Louca, a Russian-speaking 
Cyprus Airways interpreter who 
shepherds the Soviet Jews in 
transit 

“Comrades, please identify 
your, luggage and leave your 
video recorders with the baggage 


handlers," she shouts over the 
hubbub of Russian, Georgian and 
Yiddish as the bus crosses the 
Larnaca airport tarmac. 

Jewish emigration on the rise 

After nine years of cold war 
during which Jewish emigration 
plummeted from a record 50.000 
in 1979 to a few hundred a year, 
the gates opened again to larger 
numbers in 1987. 

Last year some 24,000 Jews left 
the Soviet Union forever — only 
about 2,500 of them chose to 
settle in Israel — while another 
10,000 Soviet Jews visited Israel 
as tourists. 

Foreign ministry spokesman 
Motti Amichai said the number 
of Soviet tourists was now run¬ 
ning at about 2,000 per month. 

The boom is exceptional at a 
time when the Palestinian upris¬ 
ing in the occupied West Bank 
and Gaza Strip has plunged the 
Israeli tourist industry into the 
doldrums. 

But the Soviet Jews are not 
high-spending visitors. Haring 
spent their hard currency on 
videos, most stay with their rela¬ 
tives while in Israel. Few book 


into a hotel. 

The tourists must pledge to 
return to the Soviet Union. Only 
a handful have broken ranks and 
stayed on to claim their right as 
Jews to Israeli citizenship under 
the law of return, Amichai said. 

The tourist wave is now so big 
that it is often impossible for 
ordinary travellers to get a seat 
on an Israel-Cyprus flight, 
booked up months in advance by 
Soviet groups. 

For political reasons, there are 
no direct flights between Tel Aviv 
and Moscow. The Kremlin has 
not restored diplomatic relations 
with Israel, severed daring the 
1967 Middle East war, although 
the two countries have exchanged 
consular missions. 

Aviation sources said the 
Soviet state airline Aeroflot and 
Israel’s national carrier El A] 
have had indirect contacts about 
starting a Moscow-Tel Aviv route 
to capitalise on the lucrative tour¬ 
ism market. 

But political obstacles had pre¬ 
vented such a move so far. 

“In the end we think this will 
promote Jewish emigration to 
Israel," a senior immigration offi¬ 
cial said. 
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Green power spreads through Australia 


By. Robert Woodward 

Reuter 

SYDNEY — Environmental con¬ 
cerns are high on the political 
, agenda for the first time in Au- 
’ snalia’s history, causing const- 
• ernation among political leaders 
and industrial giants. 

After.200 years of treating their 
; continent with profligate disdain, 
Anstrahans have awakened to the 
: fact that the jdehghtsof the “lucky 
country*! are. finite. 

Ocean pollution, coastline de- 
vetopment and destruction of na- 
- live -forests,' coupled with the 
realisation that sun-baked Au- 
; stralia wiU suffer more than most 
from ozone depletion, have 
stimulated voters bored with the 
policies rif'the major parties. 

- Environmental awareness led 
to the success, of "green" inde¬ 
pendent candidates in this 
month’s state, election in Tasma¬ 
nia where , they won five of 35 
seats in the island's parliament 
and the balance of power. 

“The 'message is very dear to 
the state government and govern- 

■ meatseverywhere in Australia — 
the people really want far more 

; concern for the environmental 
; questions of the day,” said the 
independents’ leader Bob Brown. 

The Tasmanian result started a 
rash among politicians from the 
; rating, labour party and the 

■ opposition, whose political argu¬ 
ments; centre almost exclusively 

: on die country’s economic per- 
; fonnadce,to prove their enviroo- 
; menial credentials. 

“Because wc’ve done so much 
. to stuff, lqj^Mir worid iii the .last . 
200 ye^^-c^pf-deanmg it : 


up is so great that the economic 
argument is becoming environ¬ 
mental,” Environment Minister 
Graham Richardson said. 

“I think in the next decade the 
environment will go to the num¬ 
ber one issue on the electoral 
plate,” he told journalists. 

Political analysts say environ¬ 
mentally aware voters played a 
significant part in Labour’s re¬ 
cord third successive federal elec- 
boa victory in July 1987. 

Richardson’s efforts to have 
Australia’s last area of rainforest 
in North Queensland declared a 
world heritage area convinced 
these voters of labour's “green*’ 
determination. 

Prime Minister Bob Hawke 
won his first election in 1983 
partly because of his pledge to 
intervene and stop the Tasmanian 
government’s plan to dam the 
Franklin River. 

First green 

The issue catapulted Brown 
into the national spotlight and led 
to his election to the Tasmanian 
parliament as the country's first 
“Green" member. 

. Since the recent election the 
views of the greens, castigated by 
some as left-wing trouble-mak¬ 
ers, have taken root in sections of 
the community concerned that 
Australia is following a course of 
“development at any cost” in its 
bid to widen its manufacturing 
base and reduce its trade deficit 

Sydney, whose residents are 
devoted to. outdoor pursuits, 
showed widespread disgust at 
beach pollution last summer. 

. JMore than400 people m south¬ 
ern New South Wales were 


arrested recently in an attempt to 
prevent logging in a centuries-old 
forest. 

From the flinders ranges of 
South Australia to the Queens¬ 
land coast people are worried 
about the effect of tourism — 
tourist projects worth S12 billion 
were in the planning stage at the 
end of 1988. 

Hawke, who must call an elec¬ 
tion before November 1990, has 
moved with the ecological tide, 
wary of voter apathy after six 
years of Labour rule. 

Even before the Tasmanian 
election, opinion polls showed 
Labour failing behind the coali¬ 
tion. Liberal support remained 
static, however, with voters 
switching their allegiance to 
minority parties such as the 
Greens ana Democrats. 

Just months after diwniwng 
out of hand a demand for money 
to investigate the “Greenhouse 
effect", Hawke pledged $6 mil¬ 
lion for research. 


Cinema 


His government intends setting 
up a commission which will weigh 
the economic benefits of develop¬ 
ment against their environmental 
cost. It has appointed an ecology 
professor as me head of a newly- 
established science cotindl. 

Analysts say Hawke will find it 
difficult to satisfy his economic 
and environmental aims. 

“Labour will have to resolve 
the problem of deriding how to 
neutralise the greens while meet¬ 
ing the economic requirements of 
industrial development," the 
right-wing Australian newspaper 
said in an editorial. 

Industry has reacted with 
mounting alarm to the increase in 
influence of the ecology lobby. 

“In 1989 we seem to be caught 
up in an endless and exhausting 
war of words over various re¬ 
source developments — in other 
words polarisation, not consen¬ 
sus,” Sir James Balderstone, 
chairman of Australia’s largest 
company BHP said recently. 
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show that governments meant 
business, or it would be a con¬ 
tinuation of mitring and doing 
nothing, he added. 

Dr. Tolba wants UNEP to be 
given greater powers, including 
financial resources, so that it can 
play a more effective rdle. A 
particular dream of his is to see 
the creation of an ecological 
’’Security Council’’ which would 
become tip: world’s environmen¬ 
tal poticcipan. 

The Nairobi gathering followed 
closely on a meeting in Geneva of 
members of the Intergovernmen¬ 
tal Panel on Climate Change, 
established jointly by UNEP and 
a sister agency, the World 
Meteorological Organisation. 
This is due to report next year. 
Global environment issues will 
also loom large at July's session 
of the U.N.’s Economic and So¬ 
cial Council and at its General 
Assembly in the autumn. 

Britain has used the council as 
a platform to call for a worldwide 
effort to combat the so-called 
greenhouse effect. It suggested 
the creation of an international 
convention to tackle the poten¬ 
tially disastrous warming of the 
• atmosphere. 

This is being caused by the 
build-up of gases, resulting large¬ 
ly from the burning of fossil fuels. 
More -«as expected to be heard of 
the bri ash proposal at the UNEP 
meeting. 

It must be admitted that the 
international community already 
has a number of the ecological 
initiatives to its credit. Among 
recent examples are the Basle 
Convention on the trans-frontier 
movement and dispersal of hazar¬ 
dous wastes and the Montreal 
agreement on ending the use of 
chlorofluorocarbons. 

It has now been agreed to 
speed up the phasing out of these 
industrial chemicals which are 
damaging the Earth’s protective 
ozone layer. — (Lion Features). 
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Top French banker 
calls for firmer 
monetary stability 

PARIS (R) — The Group of Seven (G-7) top 
Western industrial nations, suffering from see-saw 
fluctuations in the dollar, should tighten coordina¬ 
tion on exchange rates to bring greater stability to 
their currencies, French central bank chief Jacques 
De Larosiere said Saturday. 


Premier tells Algerians to work harder 
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Expanding on an idea prop- 
osed Wednesday by President 
Francois Mitterrand, De Laro¬ 
siere said present G-7 currency 
coordination, based on tbe 1985 
Plaza and 19S7 Louvre accords 
and supplemented by central 
bank intervention, should be ex¬ 
tended. 

“Major industrialised states 
have begun the process of econo¬ 
mic and exchange rate policy 
coordination," he said. “It is 
essential that this process should 
continue and grow.” 

De Larosiere made his remarks 
in a speech to the foreign ex¬ 
change dealers association meet¬ 
ing in Lisbon. 

A former governor of the In¬ 
ternational Monetary Fund 
(IMF), De Larosiere said the 
Washington-based agency's re¬ 
sponsibility for surveillance of ex¬ 
change rates may be one practical 
method of achieving managed 
currencies. 

This “cannot fail to help the 
return to a greater formalisation 
of exchange rate rules," he said. 
“At the level of the international 
monetary system, this is tbe essen¬ 
tial basis on which to succeed." 

Mitterrand first proposed the 
idea to economy ministers of the 
24 member nations of the Orga¬ 
nisations for Economic Coopera¬ 
tion and Development (OECD) 
during theix annual meeting in 
Paris last week. 

The OECD came up with no 
clear solution to the dollar's surge 
which threatens to reverse a cor¬ 
rection in trade imbalances and 
has exposed the fragile nature of 
G-7 coordination. 

Though the French president 
has not yet proposed placing 
managed currencies on the agen¬ 
da of the G-7 summit in Paris on 
July 14. economists believe he 


may yet attempt to do so. 

So far, Mitterrand has empha¬ 
sised he wants the summit to 
produce new initiatives on world 
debt and environmental protec¬ 
tion. 

Economists noted however 
that a similar managed currency 
suggestion made by Edouard Bal- 
ladur, finance minister under the 
right-of-centre Jacques Chirac 
government, found little interna¬ 
tional support in 1987. 

De Larosiere said floating ex¬ 
change rates, which began in 1971 
with the end of the Bretton 
Woods fixed rate system, were 
increasingly being called into 
question. 

Floating had not, as hoped, 
freed domestic policies from in¬ 
ternational influence. It had not 
eliminated trade imbalances be¬ 
tween major nations, nor deter¬ 
red currency speculation. 

By contrast, the stability 
brought by confidential G-7 cur¬ 
rency ranges backed by central 
bank intervention had reduced 
uncertainty of financial markets, 
improved the economic dimate 
and encouraged growth in invest¬ 
ment and world trade, he said. 

G-10 gives boost to Brady plan 

On another monetary issue, ma¬ 
jor industrial nations gave broad 
backing Fiday to a U.S. plan to 
slash the Third World's $1.3 tril¬ 
lion debt but they warned com¬ 
mercial bank lenders not to ex¬ 
pect a bail-out by taxpayers. 

Endorsement by tbe Group of 
10 (G-10) was a welcome boost 
for U.S. Treasury Secretary 
Nicholas Brady after strong critic¬ 
ism of Washington's trade and 
budget polides at the OECD. 

Further support for Brady's 
controversial initiative, which 


Nicholas Brady 

aims to spur economic growth in 
developing countries by persuad¬ 
ing banks to forgive part of their 
loans, is likely at a seven-nation 
economic summit in Paris nex 
month. 

“I think we’ve made a good 
start" with the debt plan, Italy's 
deputy central bank govmor, 
Lamberto Dini, told a news con¬ 
ference. 

Some officials fear if debt re¬ 
duction is not handled properly 
taxpayers in rich countries will 
end up assuming the burden of 
debt instead of bankers. 

“Official creditors should not 
substitute for private tenders,” 
the G-10 said bluntly. 

Talks in political groupings like 
the G-10 and the OECD have 
smoothed tbe way for Brady plan, 
but it faces its first real test in 
negotiations now taking place in 
New York between Mexico and 
its bank creditors. 

Progress has been slow with 
Mexico, the Third World’s 
second biggest borrower with ex¬ 
ternal debts estimated at $107 
billion, demanding concessions 
that the banks have so far refused 
to make. 

But Dini saw a good chance of 
an agreement before too long, 
and John Reed, chairan of Gti- 
bank, the biggest U.S. bank, said 
in a Frenc newspaper interview 
published Friday that a deal could 
be struck within the next two 
weeks. 

Dim was the author of a report 
on the debt strategy that was 
approved herein Berne Friday by 
finance ministers and central 
bank governors of G-10 coun¬ 
tries. 
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Jacques De Larosiere 

The G-10 in fact comprises 11 
countries. In addition to the 
powerful’ G-7 — the United 
States, Japan, West Germany, 
Britain, Canada, France and Italy 
— its members are Belgium, the 
Netherlands, Sweden and 
Switzerland. 

The debt reduction envisaged 
by the Brady plan “could make 
an important contribution by re¬ 
ducing financing needs and the 
stock of debt to more manageable 
levels over time and provide a 
stimulus for stronger growth and 
sustained reform efforts,” the G- 
10 ministers said in a com¬ 
munique. 

The report admitted that ear¬ 
lier efforts had fallen short of 
expectations. 

“Seven years after the out¬ 
break of the debt crisis, many 
debtor countries still face severe 
financing constraints and GDP 
growth remains generally insuffi¬ 
cient to raise per capita incomes 
and improve living standards,’ it 
added. 

Under Brady’s proposal, which 
he first outlined March 10, the 
IMF and tbe World Bank would 
set aside part of their regular 
loans to finance the reduction of 
commercial bank debt. 

A country could use the money 
to buy back its loans directly from 
banks or to secure new, less 
expensive bonds that it would 
offer in exchange for the bank 
loans. 

The IMF and World Bank, 
whose directors recently agreed 
on guidelines to implement the 
plan, would make additional 
loans to back interest payments 
on the debt that remains. 


Inflation in Yugoslavia hits 600 per cent 


BELGRADE (R) — Yugoslav 
authorities, grappling with fresh 
ethnic Albanian unrest in the 
southern province of Kosovo, 
suffered an economic blow Friday 
with official data showing tbat 
inflation hit 600 per cent in May. 

The Federal Bureau of Statis¬ 
tics said annual inflation rocketed 
by a monthly record of 111.5 
percentage points to stand at 
601.6 per cent, compared with 
490.1 per cent in April. In May 
1988, inflation was 149 per cent. 

The setback coincided with a 
strike by 3,500 shipyard workers 
in the Adriatic port of split and 
other industrial disputes, whicb 
represented the first major labour 
challenge to Prime Minister Ante 


Markovic since he took office in 
March. 

Markovic’s government has 
predicted that inflation would 
reach 945 per cent for the whole of 
1989. But some Yugoslav and 
Western economists say it may 
soar above 1,000 per cent and a 
significant drop will not come 
until next year. 

Dinar loses value almost each 
day 

Apart from runaway inflation, 
Yugoslavia is burdened with a 
foreign debt of at least $21 bil¬ 
lion, 16 per cent unemployment, 
low productivity in many indus¬ 


tries and a currency which loses 
value almost daily. 

The dinar was quoted Friday at 
more than 14300 to the dollar, 
compared with 10300 a month 
ago and about 1,900 a year ago. 
Economists say a new 100.000- 
dinar bank note which appeared 
last week will soon have to be 
replaced by an even larger bill. 

Markovic, a Croat who advo¬ 
cates market-based policies, has 
refused to introduce curbs on 
wages and prices. He says this 
may increase inflation in the short 
term but it will gradually force 
companies to discipline them¬ 
selves to avoid bankruptcy. 

The former government of 
Branko Mikulic, who resigned in 


December in a parliamentary 
showdown over inflation, pro¬ 
voked strikes and street demon¬ 
strations by workers when he 
tried to impose wage restrictions. 

Markovic told visiting Amer¬ 
ican businessmen last week his 
government’s relaxation of im¬ 
port controls was already helping 
to increase industrial production, 
stimulate exports and improve 
supplies on the domestic market. 

A delegation of the Interna¬ 
tional Moneary Fund began 
negotiations with Yugoslav offi¬ 
cials Thursday intended to pro¬ 
duce a new stand-by credit accord 
for Yugoslavia, to replace a one- 
year arrangement which expires 
June 28. 


ALGIERS (R)—Prime Minister 
Kasdi Merbah has urged Alge¬ 
rians to work harder, saying 
democratic reforms launched af¬ 
ter last October’s riots were at 
stake. 

In an interview published 
Saturday in the official daily El 
Moudjahid, Merbah said tbe 
Algerian economy was plagued 
by labour unrest, stagnating in¬ 
dustrial output and inadequate 
agricultural growth. 

’“Tbe economy must be re¬ 
vived. Algerians must work more 

OPEC seems 
to clinch new 

VIENNA (R) — Senior OPEC 
minis ters are confident after ini¬ 
tial soundings at their twice-year- 
ly c onference here that they can 
clinch a deal on oil output quotas 
that will defend this years big 
gain in prices. 

One said tbe Organisation of 
Petroleum Exporting Countries 
(OPEC) would raise the ceiling 
on the group’s total oil output, 
now set at 18.5 million barrels 
daily, to accommodate competing 
demands among the 13 members 
to sell more oil. 

The minister, who spoke cm 
condition he was not identified, 
acknowledged there would be 
diffi culties over sharing oat the 
extra volume among individual 
country quotas but added: 
“There will be no impasse.” 

A senior delegate from the 
Gulf said tbat ‘'there will be an 
increase in the ceiling of one 
million barrels or more”. 
Another highly-placed source 
said strong world oil demand was 
already supporting actual OPEC 
volume of 21 milli on. 

The UAE finds its mandated 
quota too low to satisfy the oil 
sales ambitions of its component 
emirates and it is openly flouting 
it. Kuwait insists on matching 
UAE output. 

OPEC’s problem is that some 
members doubt if world demand 
for its oil will stay at 21 million 
barrels through the rest of the 
year — but with a ceiling set 
lower than that it cannot easily 
accommodate the UAE and 
Kuwait and also give acceptable 
quota increases to the other 11 
members. 

Meanwhile a deal that lifted 
the ceiling and did not stop tbe 
quota busting could cause a glut 
like one last autumn that sent 
prices down almost to $10 a 
barrel. 

Now, futures for U.S. ben¬ 
chmark West Texas Intermediate 
crude oil are just above $20, 
buoyed by demand and im¬ 
proved, if not total, OPEC supply 
discipline. 

The OPEC ministers met brief¬ 
ly as a committee Friday then 
began backstage haggling ahead 
of a full derision-taking confer¬ 
ence Monday. 

A highly-placed source said 
that OPEC President Rilwanu 
Lukman of Nigeria could be ex¬ 
pected to “take this conference 
step by step,” going for an agree¬ 
ment first on bow high tbe OPEC 


South Korean auto exports fall sharply 


SEOUL (AP) — South Korea’s 
exports of motor vehicles fell 
sharply between January and 
April, while domestic sales in¬ 
creased significantly, the 
trade and industry ministry has 
reported. 

During the first four months of 
1989, the Korean auto industry 


exported 134,000 motor vehicles, 
down 31.7 per cent from a year 
ago, the report said. 

Officials said tbe tally included 
130,556 passenger cars, about 75 
per cent of which went to the 
United States. Tbe portion going 
to America a year ago was 85 
per cent. 


TO LET 

A two-storey ouilding to be let as offices for commercial, trading, 
insurance, consular, or doctors. Located in Shmeisani, behind 
the Ministry of Industry and Trade. Property in excellent 
condition and has private parking. Telephone lines available. 
Each floor could be let separately if needed. 

Please phone: 664988 
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JORDAN PHOSPHATE 
MINES CO., LTD. 

INVITATION TO TENDER 
18F/89 

JPMC announces the invitation to tender No. 
18F/89 (for the supply, supervision of erection 
and commissioning of 4 electrical rotoary blas¬ 
thole drill for Eshidiya mine). 

The tender documents are available at JPMC 
offices in Amman, supply department until 3rd 
July 1989, application for documents should be 
accompanied by a non-refundabie fee of JD 
(180). 

The dosing date for submission tenders is 12.00 
hours local time Monday, 17, Jnly 1989. 

Wasef Azar 
MANAGING DIRECTOR 


The number of locally assembled 
motor vehicles sold at home 
jumped 27.2 per cent from a year 
ago to 202,000, of which 125,000 
were cars and 77,000 commerriaJ 
vehicles like trucks and buses. 

Officials said the setback in ex¬ 
ports was attributable mainly to 
protracted labour disputes in recent 
months, the strengthened Korean 
currency and lower demand for 
Korean cars in the United States. 


The ministry said labour disputes 
between January and April cost the 
auto industry 81,000 motor vehicles 
in lost production and $1.1 bflJkm 
in lost sales. 

Domestic sales were growing 
due to rising income among Ko¬ 
reans and the addition of new 
models. Auto makers have stres¬ 
sed marketing at home over ex¬ 
port sales because domestic sales 
generated better profit margins, 


We have large selection of IBM & PC 
mBr & compatible software (language, games, 
^ utilities, word, processors, spread sheets 
education, graphics). Only JD 15 per disk. 


VACANCY 

The Spanish embassy in Amman has the following 
vacant position: 

Post : Administrative Officer. 

Salary .Assigned by the Spanish Ministry of 

Foreign Affairs. 

Working hours : six days, 37 hours weekly. 

Requirements: 

1. Typewriting in Spanish and Arabic, and know- j 
ledge of administrative practices. 

2 . Sound knowledge of Arabic, English and Spanish ; 
languages. 

Curriculum vitae should be addressed to the 
Spanish Embassy. Those who are interested 
may call this.mission within 10 days as from 
the date of publication of this announce- 


the officials said. 

Officials predicted it would be 
difficult to attain tbe 1989 domes¬ 
tic and export sales goal of 1.51 
'million vehicles, including 
651,000 vehicles for exports. 

Sluggish exports contributed to 
a 36 per cent drop in Korea’s 
trade surplus to $1.65 billion be¬ 
tween January and April, the 
trade and industry ministry also 
reported. 

Korean exports to the United 
States, tbe country's biggest mar¬ 
ket, rose only 0.8 per cent from a 
year ago co $4.49 billion, the 
ministry said. 

The big increase in imports was 

attributed partly to Korean 
efforts to avoid trade friction with 
the United Sttates by reducing its 
bilateral trade surplus. The sur¬ 
plus was about $10 billion last 
year. 

Korea’s trade deficit with 
Japan daring the first four 
months widened to $1.41 billion, 
an increase of 7.6 per cent from a 
year ago. 

Korean exports to Japan rose 
14.7 per cent to $4.09 billion and 
imports rose 12.7 per cent to $5.5 
billion. 
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In Shmeisani, Sweifieh, 
Abdoun and many other 
locations. 

For more information 
please cal! 

Wael Real Estate 
Tel: 885342 


intensely and increase their pro¬ 
ductivity," he said. 

Riots Iasi year over deteriorat¬ 
ing economic conditions poshed 
President Chadh Benjedid to 
accelerate die liberalisation of 
economic and political life. 

Bat the cotmfry remains bur¬ 
dened by a heavy foreign debt, 
inefficient industries, shortages of 
consumer goods and (me of foe 
world's fastest rates of population 
growth. 

“Tbe worst of Ore crisis is 
ahead of os,” Merbah said. “It is 

confident 

quotas 

ceiling should go, then tackling 
tbe share-out 

Lukman was thought to be 
fairl y hopeful of some solution to 
the UAE problem. He and 
OPEC Secretary-General Sobroto 
of Indonesia last November bro¬ 
kered a deal that resolved an 
feven thornier issue — Iraq’s re¬ 
fusal to produce to any quota 
unless it got one as big as that of 
former Golf war foe Iran. 

Cash-pinched members like 
Iraq and Iran, and also Nigeria 
and Venezuela where there have 
been riots against economic au¬ 
sterity measures, are not keen to 
see wealthy Gulf states like the 
UAE and Kuwait get preferential 
treatment. 


on the economic front, and that 
of labour productivity , that the 
success of ffie political reforms 
will be deci ded ." 

Industrial output in die'first 
quarter of fins year bad stagnated 
c om pared the last quarter of 
1988, mainly because of .strikes 
and shortages of raw materials, 
Merbah said. 

Agricultural output was run¬ 
ning 10 to 12 per cent higher than 
in 1988 because of rains in Man* 
and April, but was still not excel¬ 
lent, Merbah noted. 

Crackdown on black market 

On Wednesday, Algeria has 
ordered a major crackdown on 
Mack marketeers who are making 
colossal profits from the sale of 
contraband goods. 

The official news agency APS 
said the black marketeers were 
perverting the economy and - 
pushing down the dinar. Finance 
Minister Sid Ahmad Ghezah said 
recently the dinar was fetching 
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only one-fifth i&i&afficza£?afoe 
of rife b&i maaBct, ‘ ? r ' r 

The agency-.surf forge qaantk 
ties of items Eke jeans; shirts^ 
mutatio n horary -goods, deefcro- 
nfes and household appliances 
were being, smuggled _w>: from 
places like Taiwan, Spam, Tur¬ 
key, France, Libya fo&Ttah&ia. 

“These articles are sold at pro¬ 
hibitive prices so. that colossal 
profits are being made.^Why 

rive or administrative jobs when, 
they can earn 10 qf. 20 times-as 
much on the bfack market?" APS 
said. ■ : 

It said' the commerce ministry, 
had issued orders to ban toe sale 
of foreign goods in . the - sheet, 
seize drinks and dgforettesfpldby 
street yendcss, and take their 
suppfiers to 'court: i . ' 

Frontier controls arc to be 
tightened, all merchants wiH have 
to register, goods'seized-by cos- 
toms will be destroyed or reex¬ 
ported ■ and “income of doubtful 
origin” will be heavily taxed: 


U.S. dollar 

Pound Si i r tin g 
D ertadieauak 
Swiss fraae 


Saturday, June 3, 1969." 

Central Bank ofltcfal rate* 

French franc - 85.2 864 

W . Japanese yea (fat WO) 399.8 .4(8.8 

561.6 567.6 Dutch gailrier - 256.5 259.1 

900.6 909.6 Swednb crown . . 85.4 .883 

289-1 292-0 Italian lira (for 100) 39.8 - '402 

336.6 mo - Belgian franc (for 10).. 1385 139.7. 


Weekly Amman Financial Market trading 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Tbe following table summarises trading activities at tbe. Amman financial Market during 
Tuesday, May 77, ’89 and Wednesday May 31, ’89. (Figures in Jordanian dihats). 


Name of cam pany 


and financial i nstitutions 


Industrial Development Bank 


Jordan Islamic Bank. 

Jordan Kuwait Bank. 

Jordan Gulf Bank... 

Housing Bank.. 

Arab Jordan Investment Rank 

Cairo Amman Bank .. 

Bank of Jordan. 

Arab Bank.:. 


Jordan Finance House for Development. 


Finance and Credit Corporation 
National Financial Investments . 


Arab Finance Corporation (Jordan). 

Jordan Securities Corporation. 

Real Estate Financing Corporation . 

Beit Al Mai Saving A Investment for Housing ... 

Insurance and reinsurance 


Middle East Insurance . 

Jordan French Insurance .. 

REFCO Life Insurance .. 

Jordan Insurance. 

Arab Life and Accident Insurance . 

Yarmouk Insurance and Reinsurance ..... 

Holy Land Insurance.. 

Philadelphia Insurance. 

Arab Union International Insurance. 

Jerusalem Insurance. 

Jordan-Gulf Insurance . 

General Arabia Insurance.. 

National Abliya Insurance . 

Arab Belgian Insurance and Reinsurance. 

United Inqtranry . 


unsocr 

Yofanae 

Opening 

cm 

shares 

of trade 

P**» , 

Price 

Httons 




2466 

4104 

.1.650- 

. 1.680 

18975 

43743 

2.400 . 

2300 

1335 ‘ 

2654* 

1.950 

2.050 

9241 

13325 

1:420 

1.450 

58403 

70052 - 

L240 .. 

1.180 

143 

270 . . 

1.830 

1.850 

2300 

5451 

2.370- 

2370 

1390 . 

42395 . 

30.000 

30-500 

2284 

36146 

15.400 

15.200 

5830 

870450 . 

149.500 

120.500 

11116 

27411 

2.450 

2.460 

10130 

22793 

2_57D 

2300 

750 

1393 

1.870 

1.850 

25400 

25563 

0.960 

1.000 

13306 

22812 

L710 

1.710 

40 

700 

17300 

17300 

900 - 

948 

1.080 

1.030 

500 

1000 

2.020 

2.000 

— 

■— 

— 

— 

— 

— - 

- —. 

1 

4975 

16385 

3.300 

3250 

1000 

1020 

1.050 

1.020 

—: 

— . 

—■ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- 

3753 

4664 

1.230 

1250 

50 

58 

1.110 

1.160 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

1750 

2465 

1380 

1.380 


Services and industries 


General Investments. — 

lama for Investment and Financial Facilities. 500 

Darco for Housing and Investment. 82926 

Real Estate Investment (Aqaico) . 26004 

Jordan Gulf Rea] Estate Investment. 27433 

Jordan Leasing Corporation. — 

Petra Enterprises and Leasing Equipments. 23210 

Equipment Leasing & Maintenance/Ta jeerco. 24800 

International Contracting & Investment. — 

Jordanian Electric Power. 10839 

Irbid District Electricity.... — 

Arab International Hotels. 461673 

Hotels and Tourism. — 

United Middle East and Commodore Hotels. 15035 

Garage Owners Federation Office . — 

Jordan National Shipping Lines. 139186 

Jordan Press Foundation .. . 

Jordan Press and Publishing ... — 

Dar A1 Shaab Press, Printing and Publishing . 29350 

Jordan Dairy. 123667 

Arab Pharmaceutical Manufa c t uring -. 3552 0 

Intermediate Petrochemical Industries. 507445 

’Jordan Phosphate Mines.. 11463 

Industrial, Commercial and Agricultural (Intaj).... - 31233 

Arab Chemical Detergent Industries. 2517 

Jordan Kuwait for Agricultural Products. — 

Jordan Sweets and Chocolate Manufacturing.. — 

Aladdin Industries . 186350 

Arab Aluminium Manufacturing... 136873 

Jordan Worsted Mills...... 1058 

Jordan Ceramics. 15234 

Chemical Industries. 1500 

Jordan Industries and Match (JIMCO).. 190360 

Dar AJ Dawa' for Development and Investment.... 199591 

National Steel Industries.;.' 34450 

Universal Chemical Industries.. 46685 

General Mining...i.. — 

Jordan PetroleumRefinery... 5098 

Jordan Lime & Brick.:.;..... 122200! 

National Industries. — 

Arab Paper Converting and Tfading.. 2000. 

Arab Investment and International Trade.. 101294 

Jordan Wooden Industries (JWICO).. „ 23100 

Livestock and Poultry .. 3000 

Jordan Pipes Manufacturing. 63167 

Rafia Industrial for PlasticBags.'..' 

Jordan Paper and Cardboard.... 1198 

Jordan Rockwool Industries.. 99300- 
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ijE^NCDWATI (AP) — Eric 
.s6svol}eca&e tbeHrst Gndnnaii 
'«■ Red to hit for the cycle in 30years 
!' when- he drove Hr six runs friday 
ajiht in si.9-4 victory over th« San . 
Diees _Padres.' 

. Noteveh a sore leg could Davis'' 
out of -the record books with a 
. single, double, triple and horaer- 
im. He coaxed all the speed he 
:could but of his injured-left ham- ; 
-string on a 'seven-inning triple. 

“I didn't know how the ham-' 
string was going to holdup until L 
got to second,’* Davis said. 
-■“Once I'got- to second base, T 
made up my min d " 

• .Davis doubled home Barry 
I-aririn in the first inning, singled 

- him home m Jbe third and hit a 
three-run homer off Walt Terrell, 
4-6, in the fourth to gve die Reds 
a seven-rim cushion. 

.. Davis* seventh-inning triple to 
centre' off- rdiever Dave Leiper 
made him' the- first' Cincinnati 
player to hit ftm ihe cycle since 

- Frank Rohinson on May 2, 1959, 
against Lais' Angeles. 

Elsewhere Friday, it-was: San 
. Francisco 7, Atlanta 6; Houston 
1, Los Angeles 0; New Yotk 3, 
Pittsburgh; Chicago 5, St. Louis 
2; Montreal 2, Fhiladeipiiia 2. 
Giants 7, Braves 6 

Rick Reuschel won his seventh 
straight decision to become base¬ 
ball’s first 10-game winner, and 
major-league'leader Kevin 
Mitchell hit two home runs to 
lead San Francisco. 

Astros I, Dodgers 0 

Mike Scott pitched a four-hit¬ 
ter, and an error by Los Angeles 
pitcher Fernando Valenzuela 
gave Houston the only run as the 
Astros extended their winning 
streak to right games. 

Mets 3, Pirates 2 

Dave Magadan hit a two-run 


homer with one out in the bottom 
of the 11th inning to give New 
York the victory. Randy Kramer, 
1-2, got the wm. 

Cabs 5, Cardinals 2 
... Rick Sutcliffe won for the third 
straight-time in pitching Chicago 
to its 12th victory in Iff games as 
the Cubs handed St. Louis its 
fifth straight loss. 

Expos 2, Phillies 1 

Andres Galarraga's infield 
single with two outs In the top of 
.the 13th. inning scored Mike 
AJdrere as the Montreal Expos 
sent the Philadelphia Phillies to 
iheir ninth straight loss. 

American League 
DETROIT (AP) — Rookie Bob 
Milacki gave up two bits in 8V* 
innings Friday night as the 
Orioles beat the Detroit Tigers 
4-1 for their fifth straight victory. 

The Orioles, leading the Amer¬ 
ican League East at 28-22, won 
for the 15th time in their last 20 
games. Baltimore did not win its 
28th game last season until July 
10 . 

“We had some tough times, 
but this is a good time to get on a 
roll," MUackj said. “Everybody’s 
confidence is up and it's early. 
That should help us down the 
road.” 

In his entire professional 
career, MU add has never lost to a 
Detroit team — either in the 
minor leagues or in the majors. 
Milacki made his big league de¬ 
but against Detroit last Sept. 18 
arid Baltimore beat the Tigers 2-0 
on a one-hitter with relief help 
from Tom Niedenfiier. 

In other games Friday, H was: 
Toronto 7, Boston 2; Minnesota 8. 
Chicago 0; New York 3, Mil¬ 
waukee 2; Texas 9, Seattle 5; 
Kansas City 4, California 0; 
Cleveland 5, Oakland 3. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


■ BY CHARLES GOREN 
AND OMAR SHARIF 
OiMBTraxme Madia Semen. Mu 
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PESSIMISTS PROSPER 


Both vulnerable. South deals. 
NORTH 
4J84 
V 632 ... 

0 J 10 4 
♦ AQJJ 


WEST - 
> A 10 fi 2 
V 9 54: J 
.0987 
* 8 6 5 - 


EAST 

i 2 4 Void 

9 116.8 7 
0 6 5 3 2 
* K 10 9 4 2 
SOUTH 
* K Q 9 7 5 3 

mo 

0 A K Q . 
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The bidding: 
South : West 

North 

East 

2 * 

Pass 

3 * 

Pass 

A NT 

Pass • 

5 0 

Pass 

6 * 

Pan .. 

Pur 

Pas 


Opening lead: Nine of 0 
Beware of hands that seem to “be 
laydown. Think of the goalie in an 
ice hockey game who turns away 
seemingly unstoppable shots, only 
to have the puck trickle slowly.be¬ 
tween his pads and have the game 
slip away. ' . . 

We like North’s decision to raise 
to three spades. When partner opens 
with a demand bid, three trumps to 
an honor and 1 1/2 quick tricks are 
more than ample for a raise. Thai 


led to an excellent small slam 
reached with a minimum of fuss. 

Declarer won the diamond in 
.hand and, bearing in mind the desir¬ 
ability of leading up to honors by 
first playing toward the short trump 
7 hand, led a spade to the jack. When 
East showed out, declarer had no 
- way to avoid losing two trump tricks 
to West-down one. 

Declarer was guilty of fast fin¬ 
gers—he should have taken time to 
study the hand before playing to the 
second trick. If trumps are 3--1, the 
hand is a virtual claimer; only wild 
distribution could defeat the slam. 
Realistically, declarer should have 
concentrated on a 4-0 break as the 
most likely threat to his contract. 

The spade spots are such that 
South can handle even that distribu¬ 
tion. To the second trick he should 
lead the king of trumps from hand. 
If West shows out, declarer can take 
the marked finesse against East’s 
ten. (If East holds up, declarer con¬ 
tinues with a trump to the jack, and , 
can enter dummy with the ace of : 
dubs to take the trump finesse.) If I 
West turns up with all the trumps, 
declarer continues by finessing the 
eight, and again the defenders are 
held to one trump trick. 



“We’re gonna need extra cash for 
the holidays. Call our life 
insurance agent...” 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by Henri Arnold and Bob Lae 




RUPPEA 


1AYREY 


THE &E6JNNIN6 OF A 
006*6 LIFE MIGHT 
START WHEN SOMEONE 
EXPERIENCES THIS; 

Now arrange the circled tetters to 
form the surprise ansvw, as sug¬ 
gested by the atxrm cartoon. 
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SPORTS IN BRIEF 


Boat racers return to scene.of accident 

MIAMI (AP) — Hydroplane racers Jim Kropfeld and Scott 
Pierce returned to the waters of Miami Friday for the first time 
since their near-fatal accident last year. Kropfeld, driver of the 
Miss Budweiser boat, and Pierce, who pilots Mr. Pringles, are 
competing in the second event of the HFC hydroplane series, with 
the finals set for Sunday. Kropfeld, 48, turned in the fastest 
qualifying time at a speed of 129 MPH (207 KMPH). He admitted 
last year’s accident, which left him with a broken neck, certainly 
was on his mind. “1 was under control. I was in the exact same 
lane where it happened last year, so it did pop up in my mind,” he 
said. Pierce, 33, did not miss a race last season despite almost 
drowning at Miami. He averaged 119 MPH (191 KMPH) in 
Friday's beats. He, too, had 1988 on his mind. 


Detroit beats Chicago to NBA finals 

CHICAGO (R) — The Detroit Pistons beat the Chicago Bulls 
103-94 Friday to win the best-of-seven games Eastern Conference 
championship series 4-2 and advance to the National Basketball 
Association (NBA) finals against the Los Angeles Lakers. Isiah 
Thomas scored 17 of his 33 points in the fourth quarter to lead 
Detroit to the NBA finals for the second consecutive year against 
the Lakers. The Lakers won the best-of-seven series 4-2 last year. 
The finals will begin this Tuesday. Chicago's Michael Jordan 
scored 32 points in the series final after being held to 23 and 18 in 
the fourth and fifth games. Chicago played virtually the entire 
game without starting forward Scottie Pippen, who was elbowed 
m the left eye in the first minute of the game by Detroit centre Bill 
Laimbeer. 


Kenyan wins men’s 800 metres 

PROVO, Utah (R) — Olympic champion Paul Ereng of Kenya 
came from 12 metres, off the pace to easily win the men’s 800 
metres and Americans Dennis Mitchell and Dawn Sowell ran the 
fastest men's and women's 200 metres in the world this year 
Friday at the U.S. collegiate championships. Ereng, who attends 
the University of Virginia, was timed in one minute, 47.50 
seconds as be blitzed the final 300 metres to defeat Dieudonne 
Kwizera of Burundi and the University of Nebraska by three 
metres. While Ereng won a tactical race, the sprinters blazed, 
aided by the rarefied air at the Brigham Young University riack. 
which is 1,381 metres above sea level. Mitchell, the fourth-place 
finisher in the Olympic 10 metres, exploded to an early lead and 
won the men's 200 metres by two metres in 20.09 seconds. The 
victory-avenged a false-start disqualification for the University of 
Florida student in Thursday's 100-metre qualifying. 


Europeans start hunting for Brazilian players 

RIO DE JANEIRO (R) — With their national championships 
over or almost through, the rich European soccer clubs have 
opened their “hunting season” for Brazilian players, bringing 
panic to local team officials. “Just now that we are about to enter 
the playoffs of the Rio De Janeiro stage league, these foreign 
teams come here to mess with... our top players,” Flamengo club 
president Gilberio Cardoso complained Friday in a radio inter¬ 
view. Cardoso's worries are justified: Ever since mighty Bayern 
Munich of West Germany offered star striker Bebeto an 
estimated two million dollars for a three-year contract, a month 
ago, the player has not been the same, critics say. Bebeto, whose 
finishing is clinical, remains the top individual scorer of the Rio 
league, with 15 goals, but only scored four times in the last eight 
-matches. Coincidence or not, after the.Germans made the offer. 


Maradona discussing move to Marseille 

MARSEILLE (AP) — Officials of the soccer dub Olympique of 
Marseille said Saturday they are negotiating with Argentinian 
superstar Diego Maradona for a possible move from Napoli of 
Italy, his current team. “Diego Maradona is completely in 
agreement to come play for Jean-Louis Levreau, a 

member of the team's management committee, said on France- 
Inter radio. “The conditions for his arrival have even been 
settled.” Levreau said the transfer fee under discussion was about 
40 million francs (about $6 million). The French sports newspaper 
L'Equipe broke news of the negotiations in its Saturday editions, 
saying top team officials had travelled to Naples to meet with 
Maradona Friday night, and that Maradona was expected in 
Marseille next Thursday to talk with team president Bernard 
Tapie. General manager Michel Hildago was quoted by L'Equipe 
as saying he was convinced the 28-year-old star wanted to make 
the move, but .that it was not dear the negotiations would 
succeed. Tapie was quoted by the French news agency Agence 
France-Presse as saying the news -leak cquid endanger the talks. 


Soccer fans lifted horse off its feet 

SHEFFIELD (R) — Socer fans outside the British stadium where 
95 people died in a crowd surge last April were so tightly packed 
that they lifted a huge police horse off its feet, the inquiry into the 
disaster heard Friday. Inspector Paul Hand-Davis, the senior 
mounted policeman outside the Hillsborough stadium at Shef¬ 
field, said his horse Hussar, which weighs more than half a tonne,- 
was immobilised by the crush of fans struggling to enter the 
ground. “The horse was lifted by the crowd. He started to sway 
and I could tell his feet were not on the ground," he said. Crowd 
pressure outside the ground where Liverpool and Nottingham 
Forest were playing was so great that police threw open exit gates 
to let the fans in. In the surge that followed inside Hillsborough 95 
Liverpool supporters were crushed to death against railings on 
overcrowded terraces. 


FORECAST FOR SUNDAY, JUNE 4,1989 


KS5 HOROSCOPE 

by Thomas Pierson, Astrologer, Carrol! Rlghter Institute 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: 
Venus enters Cancer today which 
puts the focus on home ana secur¬ 
ity. Harness your emotions during 
this time, and you will make your 
own security, feelings can be sen¬ 
timental and introspective. 

ARIES (Mar. 21 to Apr. IS} Taka 
time out to communicate with dis¬ 
tant relatives and friends. Top off 
a wonderful weekend with outdoor 
activities. 

TAURUS (Apr. 20 to May 20) 
Avoid someone loud, talkative and 
bosay. Use your know-how to save 
money on home improvements. Re¬ 
define house rules to siblings. 

GEMINI (May 21 to June 21) 
Volunteering a negative opinion con 
produce bad vibes, even though you 
speak the truth. Consider tn out¬ 
come of your statements. 

MOON CHILDREN (June 22 to 
JoL 21) You can enjoy a sense of 
love and belonging. Spiritual 
friends bring out the best in you. 
Work hard to use your knowledge. 

LEO (JuL 22 to Aug. 21) A sincere 
compliment can lift the spirits of 

those around you. Eliminate bur¬ 
dens that are not yours. A new 
style of living is emerging. 

VIRGO (Aug. 22 to &pL 22) Ex¬ 
tra winks in the morning will have 


you in a race to catch up. After 
domestic adjustments, there is an 
abundance of pleasure. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23 to Oct. 22) Main¬ 
tain physical well being. Educate 
yourself on how to live a more 
natural and beneficial lifestyle. Go 
easy and get some rest 

SCORPIO (OeL 23 to Nov. 21) Be¬ 
ing amiable to strangers brings you 
more contacts and friends. Focus 
on relationships by making new 
ones and keeping the old ones. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 to Dec. 
21) Avoid a “sharpie” who can push 
you into buying something you do 
not want or need: Carelessness Is 
the forerunner to accidents. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 to Jan. 20) 
Career matters improve through 
new contacts and good public rela¬ 
tions. Organize your day. and be 
prepared for unexpected surprises. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 21 to Feb. 19) 
The credit game can force you into 
a financial trap. When yon shop, 
select quality in favor of quantity. 
Make better use of your lime. 

PISCES (Feb. 20 to Mar. 20) It is 
a great day to move about socially. 

Be gentle and understanding when 
your views do not meet eye-to-eye 
with others. 


Graf awaits stiff competition 


PARIS (R)—Od a day when beating the rain was more of a 
challenge than beating her opponent, top-seeded Steffi Graf 
swept Into the fourth round of the French Open tennis 

championships Thursday. 


But Tim Mayotte, the seventh- 
seed among the men, came out 
cold after a long delay and lost to 
unseeded Ronald Agenor of 
Haiti 3-6, 7-5, 5-7, 7-5, 6-2. 

No. 2 Boris Becker, playing 
more aggressively after a 516- 
hour rain interruption, beat 
Jeremy Bates of Britain 7-5. 6-1. 
6-2 and joined the Last 16 players 
still in die tournament. 

He was joined try Jay Berger, 
who became the fust U.S. player 
to reach the fourth round by 
downing Jaime Yzaga of Peru, 
6-4, 6-2, 6-2. Berger is one of six 
U.S. men players still in the 
tournament, in either the third or 
fourth round, the most in five 
years. 

In another rain-interrupted 
match completed Friday evening, 
no. 16 Guillermo Pere 2 -Roldan 
of Argentina beat Italy's Frances¬ 
co Canceliotii 6-1, 3-6, 6-2, 6-3. 

In the women's field, no. 10 
Helen Kelesi of Canada defeated 
Gretchen Magers of the United 
States 6-4, 2-6, 6-3; no. 9 Kater¬ 
ina Maleeva of Bulgaria downed 
Martina Pawlik of West Germany 
4-6, 6-1, 6-2; and no. 8 Conchita 
Martinez of Spain beat Sophie 
Amiacb of France 6-3, 6-3. 

Five other seeds bad their 
matches suspended until Satur¬ 
day: no. 3 Stefan Edberg, no. 6 
Jakob Hlasek and no. 11 Alberto 
Mancmi among the men; and no. 
2 Gabriela Sabatini and no. 15 
Mary-Joe Fernandez among the 
women. 

As a cold drizzle fell on Roland 
Garros, Graf opened the day’s 
action by blasting Nicole Jager- 
man of the Netherlands 6-1, 6-2 
in one hour and two minutes on 
centre court. 

She then sprinted into the lock¬ 
er room as the drizzle turned into 
a downpour and forced suspen¬ 
sion of play for 5(6 hours. 

“It was awfully cold out there 
because of the rain, so I was 


trying to finish it as soon as 
possible," Graf said. “The condi¬ 
tions were difficult, but I was 
lucky to get the match over with 
in time." 

“That match was perfect for 
me,” she said. “I was really lucky 
to play first, before the rain 
started. Now I don't have to wait 
around. I can leave and do other 
things." 

Agenor said the delays in his 
match with Mayotte worked in 
his favour. 

“The most important thing is I 
stayed very calm.” he said. “I 
wasn’t nervous or mentally stres¬ 
sed by the long wait. Mayotte 
played very well yesterday. But 
clay is not his favourite surface 
ana he didn’t play as well today. I 


played et my best.” 

Becker, who was leading Bates 
5-4 when the r ains came, drpped 
only three games after the break. 

“It’s terrible when you have to 
wait like that," he said. “You 
don’t know when the rain is going 
to stop. It's alm ost like in Eng¬ 
land. But the rain turned out 
pretty good for me today. Before 
I was playing too defensively. After 
we came back, I decided to go 
more for my shots” 

Berger, a 22-year-old from 
plantation, Florida who upset 
Jimmy Connors in the second 
round, said his easy victory over 
Yzaga is another sign of the 
ability of young U.S. players to 
do well on clay. 

“Andre Agassi, Michael Chang 
and I are all playing well at the 
same tim e," he said. “Put us all 
together, and the U.S. is going 
to do well here.” 

Berger said he turned his game 
around after three straight first- 


round losses earlier this year. 

“I even thought about quitting 
for a while,” he said. “My heart 
want't in it. But then I relaxed 
and starting playing golf. It 
helped both my golf game and my 
tennis game.” 

Graf, the defending champion 
gunning for her sixth straight 
Grand Slam title, was typically 
dominant in her match against 
Jagennan, ranked 110th in the 
world. 

She committed a few unforced 
errors, especially in the sixth 
game of the second set when she 
lost her serve at love. But Graf 
invariably regained her touch, 
controlling the action with her 
slice backhand and punishing 
forehand. 

Graf said she wouldn't mind 
some stiffer competition. 

“If you have a good challenge 
and your opponent is playing 
better, it's much better to play in 
those conditions,” she said. 


Grossman: ‘I don’t phone home when I win’ 


PARIS (AP) — Attention Mr. 
and Mrs. Grossman: 

Your daughter has reached 
the fourth of the French Open 
twmk champions hips . 

The 18-year-old Ann from 
Grove City, Ohio, has deliber¬ 
ately avoided giving her pa¬ 
rents the good news. 

“I haven’t even talked to 
them this week. Hopefully 
they’ll see it in the newspap¬ 
ers," Grossman said Friday 
after beating Japan's Aidko Ki- 
jimnta 6-4, 6-1 before rain in¬ 
terrupted play at Roland 
Garros. 

“We’re a pretty supersti¬ 
tious family,” Grossman said. 
“When I'm winning we don’t 
talk to each editor on the phone. 
When 1 first arrived in Paris, 1 
talked to than, but I haven’t 
called them since. I hope 
they’ve seen that I’ve been win¬ 
ning.” 

Grossman, a flesty right¬ 
hander ranked 46th in the 
world, never thought she would 


get past the first round of the 
world's most important day 
court event. Her nemesis, Pat¬ 
ricia Tarabini of Argentina, 
stood in the way. 

Tarabini had beaten Gross- 
man twice in the past month, in 
the first round in Berlin and in 
tiie quarterfinals in Stras¬ 
bourg. 

Walking off the court in 
Strasbourg, Grossman was told 
she would be playing Tarabini 
again in the first round in 
Paris. 

“I couldn’t believe it,” said 
Grossman, a S-foot-3 (1.60 
metre), 110-poooder (50 kilog¬ 
ramme) with short bioud hair 
and a ready smile. “I was so 
upset It really bummed me 
out. But then I just dedded to 
forget it and to come np with a 
game plan to try to win.” 

It worked. She averted two 
set points in the first set and 
went on to win 7-5, 6-1. In the 
next round, die beat Anne Min- 
ter of Australia 6-4, 6-4. Then 


she had an even easier time 
defeating Kjjimuta, who had 
upset fifth-seeded Helena Soko¬ 
va in the first round. 

“I’m playing really well 
now,” said Grossman. “Fve 
been over in Europe for a 
month playing on day and it’s 
improved my game a lot. I’m 
confident. 

“I grew up on hard courts, 
where it’s bang, bang. Here 
I've learned to be more patienL 
That’s why the Europeans are 
so good. They’re ahead of us. It 
was tough at the b eginnin g. I 
went through a couple bard 
losses. But I've been learning so 
many new things. I’m really 
getting to like the day.” 

Grossman said other Amer¬ 
ican women should follow her 
lead. 

“Before I came to Europe, 
some people said to me, ’bow 
can you go over for aD those 
tournaments?’ but I wanted 
the experience and it’s paid off.” 


Arum grasses $80m on one fight 


NEW YORK (R) — Hustling, 
fast-talking promoter Bob Arum 
is spending millions to lure well- 
to-do mid-American ladies and 
Other untypical fans to watch two 
ageing boxers fight. 

And some big U.S. companies 
are banking on his ability to 
attract up-market cable TV view¬ 
ers to his latest venture, the 
super-middleweight fight be¬ 
tween World Boxing Council ti¬ 
tle-holder Sugar Ray Leonard 
and challenger Thomas Hearns. 

Arum’s main targets for the 
June 12 fight in Las Vegas are 10 
million U.S. homes which can 
watch the fight on pay-as-you- 
view cable for 30 to 40 dollars 
each. He says he expects about 12 
to 16 per cent to pay. 

"As we enter an era of pay-per- 
view, we are appealing to a diffe¬ 
rent audience," Aram told Reu¬ 
ters. “I had to come up with a 
theme that transcends a boxing 
match. 

“Fm looking to appeal to the 
elegant lady from Dubuque (in 
Iowa). I want her to get in¬ 
terested in the event,” he said of 
his effort to woo the small-town 
American consumer. 

“The promotion doesn't 


emphasise the skills of the fight¬ 
ers. Fans recognise that ray and 
Tommy are past their prime. So 
what?” 

As a result Arum has organised 
a varied publicity campaign. 

It opened with a 550,000 press 
conference in New York to prom¬ 
ote the fight he has dubbed “the 
war”. Broadway dancers staged a 
mock battle while real war foot¬ 
age flashed over their beads. 

The Las Vegas promoter, a 
Harvard-trained lawyer, then 
spent at least four times the 
amount of the New York press 
conference to take the fighters on 
a 14-rity media blitz. 

Leonard and Hearns put aside 
their genuine dislike of each 
other for the promotion as they 
visited hospitals and schools to 
sell their fight. 

Actor Don Johnson from tele¬ 
vision series “Miami Vice” joined 
them at a Miami high school 
where they tied the bout to an 
anti-drug theme. 

Aram, 57, thinks enough of his 
promotional skills to guarantee 
Leonard $13 million to put up Ms 
title and Hearns SIX million. 

Fans remember the great fight 
in 1981 when the two last met in 


the ring and Leonard stopped 
Hearns in the 14th round. That 
was eight years ago, an eternity in 
boxing, but today’s lack of ring 
talent makes it possible to sell the 
bout. 

Just about everything related 
to the fight is for sale, and Aram 
has enlisted film stars, school 
children, war veterans in hospital 
and such companies as Cbca 
Cola, Budweiser beer and Wen¬ 
dy’s fast foods to help sell it. 

Aram said if the promotion 
succeeded, the fight could gross 
about $85 million and net some 
42 million . 

“Right now we have 30 million 
in the bank,” he said, no doubt 
aware that the mere perception of 
success sells tickets, too. 

Aram says his approach is that, 
for a moderate” fee and a com¬ 
mitment to promote the fight, 
companies enjoy the publicity of 
being a part of his promotion. 

“If they spend money on 
advertising their product, and 
mention the fight, it doesn’t cost 
them any more and they feel 
they’re getting more for their 
money," said Arum, who got 
Caesar’s Palace to pay eight mil¬ 
lion dollars to stage it. 


Budweiser brewers, which 
Arum says will spend $5.5 mil lin n 
in advertising, will include a line 
in all its advertisements to remind 
people about the fight. 

Coca Cola and Wendy's are 
teaming up to produce a com¬ 
memorative fight glass, and one 
supermarket chain will print a 
pitch for the bout on till receipts. 

Computer software firm 
Ashton-Tate has its own reasons 
for joining in. 

“We were surprised to find that 
the cable-boxing fan is 18-35, 
college-educated, with a house¬ 
hold income of $50,000,” market¬ 
ing manager Floyd Miller told 
Reuters. That closely matches the 
company’s customers. 

Arum has sold the rights to 
produce commemorative coins of 
the fight, priced at up to $650, and 
said he was hoping to make about 
one million dollars from T-shirts, 
jackets, caps and other souvenirs. 

He even tried to sell a French 
company the right to put its logo 
on the boxers’ gloves, but a last- 
minute snag killed the deal. 

What about the shoelaces, 
Bob? Can’t you sell them too? 

“I’m waiting for an offer,” be 
launched. 
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Poland polls today 


WARSAW (R) — The government and Solidarity 
both sought to cool the heated pre-election atmos¬ 
phere as Poland prepared for Sunday’s historic poll 
which will allow the opposition Into parliament for 
the first time in four decades. 


Solidarity leader Lech Walesa 
called on his free trade union to 
be patient despite allegations that 
government agents had tried to 
interfere with the union’s poster 
campaign. 

“On both sides pre-election de¬ 
magoguery is causing us too much 
disorder. The elections will end 
and we'll have to $plve Poland’s 
problems with the set-up which 
we get," Walesa said in an eve-of- 
pofl television interview. 

Polish leader General Wo- 
jriech Jaruzelski, in a broadcast 
Friday evening, also criticised 
both government and opposition 
for excesses in their pre-election 
rhetoric. 

He proposed that a “broad 
coalition," be created after the 
two-stage elections June 4 and 18 


to grapple with Poland’s presang 
problems, including a $39 billion 
foreign debt and inflation riang 
towards 100 per cent. 

But he did not make clear 
whether opposition figures would 
be offered government posts. 

Solidarity and the government 
agreed after round-table talks in 
April that the opposition would 
stand for 161 of the 460 seats in 
the Sejm (lower house), with the 
rest decided by internal contests 
in the ruling Communist Party 
and its allies. 

All parties can compete for die 
100 seats in. the less powerful 
Senate (tipper house). t 

Solidarity election rallies were 
continuing up to the last minute 
Saturday, but the government, 
whose candidates have appeared 


less keen to go on the hostings, 
seemed to be relying on its 
domination of television and 
radio coverage. 

Communist Party spokesman 
Jan Bisztyga said Friday that Soli¬ 
darity had rejected a proposal to 
ban campaigning over the 
weekend. 

The party’s daily Tiybuna 
Ludu Saturday delivered another 
swingeing attack on Solidarity for 
dallying with extremists who 
would like to call in question 
■ Poland’s foreign policy — by im¬ 
plication, its alliance with the 
Soviet Union. 

Nevertheless, editor Jerzy Ma- 
jka said: “It would be good if 
none of the sides won in these’ 
elections." An optimal result 
would give the government 
enough power in parliament to 
rule, and the opposition enough 
to vet its actions, be suggested. 

In the elections, Poland’s 27 
million voters will face between 
four and seven ballot papers, 
depending on area, and will vote 


by cro ssing out names they do not 
want. Where no candidate wins 
over half of valid votes, the top 
two contenders go into the 
second round. 

The poll is the first of its kind in 
Eastern Europe since communist 
regimes took over the area after 
World War II. 

They go further than partially 
liberalised elections in the Soviet 
Union in Match, although diplo¬ 
mats said the fact they were being 
held at all clearly stemmed from 
the new policies of Kremlin lead¬ 
er Mikhail Gorbachev. 

Tire unprecedented nature of 
the election and uncertainty over 
how Poles will vote has made it 
nnrJp-ar when definitive results 
will be known, but candidates 
expected early returns by Mon- 
jday, with complete first round 
results possibly Tuesday after¬ 
noon. 

On the eve of the vote, many 
Poles were sceptical about 
whether it would change any- 


Uno presents cabinet 
pledging ‘clean start’ 


TOKYO (AP) — Prime Minis¬ 
ter Sonsake lino convened the 
first meeting of his new cabinet 
Saturday, presented it -to 
Emperor Akihito and denied be 
would be an in teri m leader or 
puppet of scandal-tainted fi¬ 
gures in the ruling party. 

Parliament elected Uno as 
Japan’s 47th prfane minister 
Friday, ending the rating Liber¬ 
al Democratic Party’s (LDP) 
Ore-week search tor a candidate 
unblemished by an hiltuence- 
peddUng scandal that has rock¬ 
ed the government. 

' Opposition parties and many 
analysts said they expect Uno to 
hut only a few months. They are 
speculating that he may depart 
Hire summer if the Liberal 
Democrats five poorly in an 
election expected in July for hatf 
the seats in the Upper house, or 
perhaps in October when the 
party bolds a national conven¬ 
tion. 

But the 66-year-old Former 


foreign min&er appeared confi¬ 
dent d uring an 86-minate news 
conference after his first cabinet 
meet in g , sa y ing he expec te d to 
be a strong, successful prfane 
minister. 

“It Is not an interim cabinet, 
and I can teD yon that it wBi be a 
cabinet which wiB be highly 
appraised,” be said. 

Uno also reiterated his pledge 
.to try to dean up past abuses 
within the party. 

“AH toe cabinet members 
agreed to pot priority on car¬ 
rying oat various reforms,” he 
said. 

Responding to questions, Uno 
denied that he maid be influ¬ 
enced — as some officials have 
contended — by former prime 
Minister Yasuhiro Nakasone, 
the long-time leader of the party 
faction in which Uno was a 
senior member. 

Uno reminded reporters that 
be had quit the faction upon 

Maiming the p r gw ri wshlp ami 


that Nakasone had resigned 
from the party because of the 
srewHal mv o M ag the Recnrit 
Company, an information and 
pubtisfaing co ng l o m erate . 

“I highly admire die forma 1 
prime minister for his achieve¬ 
ments... but m do it my own 
way,” Uno said. 

Earlier in the day, Uno aad 
Conner Prime Monster Noboni 

Takeshita, who fannaSy res¬ 
igned Friday to accept responsi¬ 
bility for the scandal, went to 
the Imperial Pftbce and, with 
deep bows, presented the 26- 
me mbers of the new cabinet to 
Emperor AkBiito. 

Uno has pledged a “dean 
start” for Japanese politics, 
stained by tbe scandal in whi ch 
the Recruit Co. sought to boy 
flavours from ranking pofitirisns 
and government bureaucrats 
with political donations and 
bargain-priced stock. 

The most pressing task for 
Uno will be to reverse onpre- 



Sonsifrr Uno 

cedentedty low pride approval 
ratings for Us party and ensure 
an LDP victory in next month’s 
elections for the Upper House of 


The LDP has controlled both 
booses of the Diet, or parlia¬ 
ment, since 1955, but political 
o b s ervers say the party could 
lose its hold on government as a 
r es ul t of tbe Recnrit scandal. 

The selection of Uno, who was 
foreign minister In the previous 
was made by 
the LDP’s traditional power 
brokers. 


Lagos cracks down on rioters, politicians 


LAGOS (AP) — The military 
government has banned political 
activities in Lagos state after this 
week's riots in the capital left 10 
people dead, supermarkets 
looted, and vehicles and public 
buildings burnt. Radio Nigeria 
reported. 

The state-controlled radio 
quoted state Police Comxnission- 
-er Mai am Ahmadu Saidu as 
saying Thursday night the ban 
was needed “to allow sanity to 
prevail following violent demon¬ 
strations within the state." 

In Lagos, where rioters ram¬ 
paged for 10 hours Wednesday, 
police said 10 people died in 
crashes between rioters, cops and 
troops. At least lJiOO were 
arrested. 

The rioteis set on fire 63 vehi¬ 
cles and 23 government buildings, 
including those housing die De¬ 
partment of Internal Revenue, 
police said. 

Saidu said those arrested in¬ 
cluding 15 poli ticians the govern¬ 
ment bad banned from political 
activities, but he did not identity 
them. 

President Ibrahim Babangida’s 
government has banned former 
politicians from taking part in a 
. new civilian government, set to 
take power in 1992, on grounds 


they were responsible for the 
mess that provoked military in¬ 
tervention in December 1983. 

The military then forbid poli¬ 
tical activities and only lifted the 
ban early last month. 

In another development, one 
of the new political parties 
formed after the ban was lifted 
issued a statement Thursday sup¬ 
porting opposing the govern¬ 
ment's economic policies. 

Paschal Batyau, president of 
the Labour Congress, however, 
condemned looting and damage 
to property. 

Tbe congress had also Wednes¬ 
day issued a statement deman¬ 
ding “a realistic minimum wage 
to ease the hardship in Nigerian 
homes.” 

Tbe protests began May 24 at a 
university in tbe nridwestern city 
of Benin, 270 kilometres east of 
Lagos and quickly spread to other 
campuses ail over me country. By 
Wednesday morning, authorities 
had closed 13 academic institu¬ 
tions because of demonstrations. 

Tbe protesters say they are 
against the government’s stria 
adherence to an austerity prog¬ 
ramme demanded by Western 
creditors. The austerity program¬ 
me has caused sharp rises in tbe 


prices of some basic foods and 
services. 

Wednesday’s rioting started 
when students, ordered to leave 
two Lagos universities mid four 
polytechnics, poured into the 
streets instead of going home. 

Wintesses said market 
women, school children and the 
jobless joined die students as 
early as 6 a.m. (0500 GMT). 
They erected barricades around 
government buildings and block¬ 
ed major streets. The rioteis were 
shouting slogans against tbe gov¬ 
ernment, witnesses said. 

Police first tried to disperse the 
rioters peacefully but they were 
pelted with stones and planks of 
wood But by 2 p.m, (1300 GMT) 
had fled altogether, leaving col¬ 
leagues in helicopters to throw 
tear-gas carmisters and shoot at 
tiie rioteis. 

By nightfall, tbe government 
sent troops to restore order but- 
not before they scarred the 
sprawling West African city with 
smoldering vehicles, building and 
debris from looted stores. 

Witnesses said the rioters dis¬ 
rupted ongoing general certificate 
of education examinations in 
schools, and freed an unknown 
number of suspects being taken 


to court in a police track. 

The uneasy calm in Lagos 
Thursday was disrupted in the 
evening when riots erupted in 
Ikenja, a Lagos suburb, and later 
spread into nearby slums. 
However, police said order was 
later restored 

Nigeria is Africa’s most popu¬ 
lous nation with an estimated 
110,000 people. It is also -the 
continent’s leading oil producer. 
However. Nigeria has recently 
experienced economic problems 
because of excessive borrowing 
when oil prices were high and has 
been forced to adopt a stringent 
economic s t ru c tura l adjustment 
programme. 

However, a senior official of 
tiie International Monetary Fund 
said Nigeria’s “economic crisis is 
not series.” 

Gordon E. Gondwe, IMF de¬ 
puty director in charge of Africa, 
told journalists ‘there is a social 
problem in Nigeria because the 
pains of the structural adjustment 
programme are now widely 
spready. The poor do not benefit 
at the same pace as the people in 
privileged position.” 

Gondwe spoke in Nigeria’s fu¬ 
ture capital, Abuja, where he 
attended the African Develop¬ 
ment Bank 25tfa anniversary. 


WORLD NEWS IN BRIEF 


7 expelled Britons return home 

LONDON (AP) — Seven of II Britons expelled by the Soviet 
Union for alleged espionage arrived in Britain Friday, and one of 
them, TV journalist Ian Glover-James, called the allegations 
“incomprehensible.” Tbe Soviets last month ordered out eight 
British diplomats and three journalists in response to Britain’s 
expulsion of 11 Soviets also accused of espionage. Glover-James, 
who had been based in Moscow for two years with Independent 
Television news, told reporters at Heathrow airport, *Tm a 
correspondent, a news reporter, nothing else. I’ve never done 
anything else in the entire two years I’ve been there." Onisropher 
Meyer, tbe British embassy’s expelled naval attache, said he was 
saddened to leave a country “where there is a lot of work to be 
done.’’ Asked about the allegations, Meyer replied. Tm not a 
spy." 

Iowa probe centres on ‘suicide’ 

WASHINGTON (AP) — Investigators of the April 19 explosion of 
die U.S. battleship Iowa are focusing on a sailor who showed a 
timing device to a crcwmate and said he could use to set off the 
ship's gunpowder, NBC News reported. “If you’ve got to go, go in 
a blast. You go qnick. You go painless,” a witness said be was told 
by gunner's mate Clayton Hartwig. who was among 47 sailors 
killed in the explosion, according to the television news report 
Friday night. NBC quoted unidentified navy investigators as saying 
Hartwig was the last man to touch the gunpowder that exploded in 
the ship's second turret. The witness told investigators that Hartwig 
showed off a $15 timer available in hobby stones said that if it were 
rigged to a battery it could set off the ship’s gunpowder and start a 
chain of explosions, NBC said. A Defence Department spokesman 
said he could not comment on reports about the navy’s Iowa 
investigation until it is completed. 


Bombs kill 4 in Bangladesh feud 

DHAKA (R) — A powerful bomb killed at least four people and 
injured a dozen ia southern Bangladesh where separatist tribal 
rebels have vowed to disrupt elections due June 25, officials said 
Saturday. They said the bomb planted by suspected Shanti Bahini 
(Peace Force) guerrillas went off at a crowded tea stall in Langadu 
sub-district in Chittagong hill tracts Friday night. Another explo¬ 
sion at a village market in Djghinala area injured eight people, 
inducting tribespeople and non-tribal settlers. An official blamed 
Sbanti rebels trying to disrupt tills month’s elections in three hill 
district councils. 

Police kill wanted Sikh extremist 

CHANDIGARH (R) — A Sikh extremist wanted for 12 murders 
and with a 100,000 rupee ($6,250) price on his head was killed in a 
gunbattle with Punjab police Friday. Police said Charanjit Singh, 
killed in Ropar district, was one of 12 people killed in 24 hours-in 
the north Indian state, where militants are waging an armed 
campaign for a separate Sikh homeland. Two Sikh extremists and 
three members of one family were among the other 11. 

Managua warns foreign diplomats 

MANAGUA (AP) — Tie government Friday warned foreign 
diplomats against getting involved in Nicaragua’s 1990 presidential 
elections. In a lengthy statement, the Foreign Ministry said it 
would “act vigorously” against foreign diplomats who participate 
“in marches or political party’meetings or in any other manner.” It 
did not specify what type of action would be taken. Tie statement 
came a week after tiie leftist Sandinista government expelled from 
Nicaragua two U.S. officials for alleged interference in the 
country’s internal affairs. 




Polish opposition tender Lech Walesa on the campaign trail inyfaiog Foies to ‘tilde the Solidarity 
tank to freedom.” 


thing. 

A 25-year-old Warsaw 
Polytechnic student said: “Tm 
planning to vote for Solidarity. If 
there’s even the smallest chance* 


of drminkhtng the influence of make no difference who gets in. 
those in power, then we should Once they get in they’ll start 
give it a try.” travelling to the West and living it 

But a 24-year-old lorry driver up. Faces change, but the sitna- 
said he would not vote: “ItH tion doesn’t improve.” 
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‘Closet king* ridicule 
irks Mitterrand 


PARIS (R) — France’s divided 
opposition is praying it has at last 
found a winning issue by attack¬ 
ing President Francois Mitterrand 
as a would-be king ruling by royal 
whim and decree. 

Tie accusation is a grave one in 
republican France but conserva¬ 
tive parties have hurled it freely 
at Mitterrand this week on issues 
ranging from immigration to 
African debt. 

The 72-year-old head of state, 
the son of a railway worker and a 
life-long socialist, is showing no¬ 
rms takeable signs of irritation 
whenever he is goaded as a 
“monarch” who has lost the com¬ 
mon touch. 

He was happy after his first 
election in 1981 with the popular 
nickname of tonton, a child’s way 
of saying “unde.” 

Last January he said he was 
untroubled by satirists who 
started calling him “God” be¬ 
cause pf his aloof manner. 

But tbe “King Francois” tag 
appears to have hit a sensitive 
nerve. 

Mitterrand aides and ministers 
say tiie opposition strategists who 
plotted the campaign, unleashed in 
parliament and tbe media, are 
despearate to divert attention 


from their own mounting prob¬ 
lems. 

With tbe - June 18 European 
elections around the corner the 
right-wing RPR and centrist UDF 
parties are hunting for ways to 
reverse a damaging series of elec¬ 
toral defeats, internal splits and 
poor scores in opinion polls. 

Ex-president Valery Giscard 
d ’Estaing, the main opposition 
ca ndidate in the elections for tiie 
European Parliament, fired the 
first shot last weekend when he 
attacked Mitterrand’s plan to 
write off the public debt of 35 
poor African countries. 

Tie decision was proof of the 
president’s “Solitary and 
monarchist” style, Giscard said in 
a television interview. 

Tbe refrain was quickly picked 
up in tiie parliamentary debate on 
the government’s immigration 
bill aimed at softening the har¬ 
sher aspects of a law passed by 
the previous conservative govern¬ 
ment. 

Opposition deputies, who have 
tabled 250 amendments to the bill 
to drag out the debate, accused 
Mitterrand of suing a “royal pre¬ 
rogative” and encouraging illegal 
immigration. 

They seized on an order 



Francois Mitterrand 

announced by police banning 
traffic from Central Paris be¬ 
tween July 10 and 17, at the 
height of celebrations to mark the 
200th anniversary of France’s 
anti-ioyaKst revolution. 

One RPR hardliner careered 
into hyperbole when be listed the ' 
prosecution evidence that Mitter¬ 
rand secretly wanted to be 
crowned, nearly two centuries 
after Louis XVI lost his head on 
tiie guillotine. 

“Francois Mitterrand is no lon¬ 
ger unde, no longer God — he is 
Caligula,” bellowed Eric Raoulr 
in Parliament in a far-fetched 
allusion to the deranged Roman 
emperor who appointed his horse 
a consul. 
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AMSTERDAM.. 

09 

48 

20 
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64 

30 

86 Clear 
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28 

82 

35 

95 Clear 

BANGKOK*—. 

25 

77 

33 

91 dear 
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10 

50 

16 

61 Rain ^ 

CAIRO. 

21 

70 

37 
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CHICAGO_ 

14 

57 

26 

79 Rain 

COPENHAGEN 

10 

50 

15 

59 Oar 

FRANKFURT-... 
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46 

18 

64 Rain 

GENEVA_ 

12 

54 

22 

72 Cloudy 

HONGKONG- 

24 

75 

25 

77 Rain . 
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15 

59 

26 

79 Cloudy 
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09 

48 

15 

59 Cloudy 
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15 

GO 

21 

71 Cloudy 
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10 

50 

19 

66 Clear- 

MECCA- 

27 

81 

46 116 Cfcwr 
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18 

61 

19 

66 Cloudy'' 
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13 
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26 
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NEW DELHI — 

29 

86 
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21 
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31 
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16 
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17 
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1 Heal 

31 Tater at limes 

68 Putote HHs 

88 Sweetie 

5 White whale 

38 Fails behind 

70 Chemical andlng 

100 Eapteer la — 

pietuer 

42 Hurtabia In S 

71 A Rose 

M2 PUre 

9 Htaigar stita 

musical? 

73 Camara” 

fattens 

13 Jufla or Hurt 

48 a gtifl” 

77 Graphs 

106 Sfaper Tony 

11 NY cRy 

47 Woody's son 

78 IMwnanU 

buys oranges 

IS O'Shea el fibre 

48 Poker wki 

7» Settable 

hare? 

20 Harbach or 

48 Sp- lady 

80 Nuncupates 

Ill Modi son Are. 

Hate 

50 fOng OeeWon 

61 Kenesaw Horn 

dup 

21 Andre airinul 

52 OB vassal 

tain — 

112 Uraufflad 

22 Author Ntn 

64 Uke tte Gobi 

82 PfUPsn 

113 In — (stuck) 

23 -CtdRMO 

56 ReSglaua 

83 Maattesds 

114 AreMtecbm 

24 Bate an — 

88 Voucher abbr. 

type 

25 Postpone 

57 Hoff and puff 

87 Air. Hty 

116 am word 

28 Ktad of cement 

58 DeflnttMy not a 

88 Lutes’ gp. 

116 - Botoyn 

trail? 

ctotteahorao 

SO Potato named 

117 Pry 

29 CowtBdona ot 

9 Comic Jay 

after a Ruse. 

118 Uotter-of-pseri 

•KcUsnwtf 

80 Dorati — 

ctty? - 

119 Roman date 

30 The wills 

61 Pub drink 

62 Strip 

120 Max or 

31 Moon TCMda 

62 Ctewa 

S3 Parttda 

Bugs 

32 Claret 

68 Deviate 

BB Papas and 

121 Copycat 

33 Fettucbd and 

65 Platypo 

Dtmm 

122 Old card 

raiwirflnef 

LfltWKmvnl 

67 Mao’s auras? 

97 Pond Bfa 

gome 

DOWN 

• 1 rUntatowt' pet 

16 A Bradley 

51 00060*8 garb 

84 fUbbed fabric 

2 Crowd sound 

17 Beams • 

53 Gar. assembly 

85 Some steaks 

3 Hurried in 

18 Water source 

hall 

89 Meadow 

music 

27 Bride’s route 

55 Kind of sole In 

90 - Usa ' 

4 Propane 

22 Cinders” 

an Eastern 

91 Shrubby boo 

problems 

29 John or Jons * 

tear? 

94 Negaters seat 

5 — add 

32 Drenchsd 

57 (Hater's lines 

*6 Kfad of ware . 

6 battel 

33 - btfi 

go Salad sauces 

98 Detests 

7 Actor Ray 

34 Love deeply 

62 “Tte Boas —” 

100 Tosspot 

6 Party poopar 

35 Fabric for 

84 Opposed 

101 Pursuing 

9 Neglect 

10 ReoaMng 

gown* 

38 Ore.’ op. 

68 GOO-mBer 

88 Flsste rot* 

102 Fumy Madstlna 

103 Thought prat. 

gureta 

37 Wild Ume 

a Portage craft 

104 am oi — 

11 Aware 

38 Alan or Adam 

72 Major work 

185 Mrs. Chaplin 

12 Hanks 

40 Actress Sharon 

74 taland off Scot 

108 Zola heroine 

13 John on the 

41 Col 

75 Prate- 

107 Tbry amount 

“Mayflower 

43 Is a nudnik 

76 Choir voices 

108 Ouochtmn 

14 Grover hom the 

44 Time 

77 Applaod 

109 Qosrip 

tUdwvit? 

45 Decoradoo 

78 Jacob's brother 

110 Usd winner 

15 Yam 

SO Soapstone 

63 Charged atom 

117 Engineer's roust 



Diagraohss a x a. By Fme* bvu» 


ACROSS 

1 Wearable*" 

4 Chopping tool 

5 Young wonid 
7 Un ■ tSrit 

11 Make happy 
13 llom - 
■14 Godforsaken 
16 To to side 
IB Kind of flaak 
IS Young lovore 
21 Got* Htefted on 
to fly 


24 Horn o xptn alw 42 

28 Rax 44 

31 Big —, CaBL 46 

32 Long atop 48 

33 Crude mill 48 

34 ft. Ctty SO 

36 Hafr dye SI 

37 — Grand* S3 

38 102 54 

88 Inner 58 

aratondcoOy 5r 

40 Gor. spa 68 


Theater man 
VaSeys 
Sweetheart 
The sun 
— Baba 
Tatar 
Trie students 
Ratter of TV 

eUUu haahfUa 
r iMBII U 0 B 9 mu 

Insect 

BfcBctf Mad 
Rato 


2 Banished 

3 Street" 

6 Packed 

7 Old Muode 
B Place: prat. 
0 - apple 

18 Pr. ceps 
12 Lat Itsi 
abortener 
16 Irnuriarfy 

■utinhaW 


17 Do where 
c om m anded 
20 Unruffled 

22 Joke pan 

23 Name tn 30 

25 Ala measure* 
20 Ha HDBay 

27 Genutna 

26 Doubtful 
29 Huron's 

neighbor 
SO Sign gaa 


35 Maks paMc 

** 

*1 Maefam princes 
«2 Expert 

43 — energy 

44 Baby wad 

45 Wlmffite 

46 WVrt 
commander 

47 IL money 
£2 Hide any 


80 Fold 

82 Noisy sl eeper 
84 Narrow band 

67 Poetry Muse 

68 Peene ol TV 

70 A Turner 

71 Lame deer 
72- Wood Strip 

73 Network of 
■Mm 

74 Four-poster 

75 — Khan 


55 Shorn disdain 
ST Greet MgM 
58 The Holy — 

60 Certain . 

European 
81 Goblet 


Las Week’s Cryptogram* 

1. Cagey cashier chaHotged care less ly copied es.i.; . cafled coos. 
Captured counterfeiter confessed. 

2. One wiB find ia Bsy fordp or domestic ctty that seed, rtucbcb 

men are the most witty. . • 

3. Very savvy savant had lots of meant for 30 b ranch Jess erudite 
students. 

4- A flay Wt of bubbly can cm a lot if ally babble. 


’ CRYPTOGRAMS 

1. JOYLI SPILLtD OSGIt . JOT GA1LLE 
SIPDNOET AW GiUKATN DffAW YOGSNL.B. 

- - • • Loi H. Jeras 

2. R5IGN W A BCR TR A V ELVACT:«I A WCYtEL 2? 
BEGC B BAEZ ADD NASS W 1 YL 2^-ajMmrJ R^ 

3. L W R S TEEADJ BE * AC* S T/\VL riB SjixDBS 
LITJJ CtTWftm IDLC ? 

4. YHOOS.N- FAWN - FUPY SBIN AW.-FU-N - 
RL W* F OTSOXF .LHH FU.XO WOLf^ 

. -• • ' —By Norton Hwata 


nnnn ' _ n^nn iwinii rina. 
r:r?-n nnnnn uuunn rinnn 
mm nnrmn nnmnrm 
.r.nnnn, inm mn n.nRnrnrj 
unnsi nnnm nnn 
nnnnnr; nnnnn nrtnnrtnnn 
nnrr nnnri.mnmnm n-n 
uftnft nnn ~nnn F j .:jnr. 
nnn ''nnnnn nn.in ur?r;nn 
Tirrnnrirj-i rinnn nnnnm 
nn.'in Hnnn.itin nnnn ‘ 
nn.nnnn- nnnn rinntinnnn 
nnnnn nnnn nmnnn nnr, 
nrr;p r-nni; nnn mm 
nnn nnrnnmnnnnri nnnn 
nnnnnnnn nmnn nmviif 
: nn nnnm nnnn 
rrrmnf’ii nnn nnnnnrmnn 

r:nnrm )'it! i n; n: iuu 
nnnn nr :-mu n;~: :n 

nrrn nrif'.rtii nnnnn nimr: 
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nnm nr- 
nnnnn,! in rr.nrr.i 
rn-p. nnn nmm ■ 
<k hip nnnrinnm'mn 

















































